
Excellent Laboratories, Outstanding Health

Clinical Laboratory COVID-19 Response Call 
Monday, May 4th, 2020 at 3:00 PM EDT

• Welcome
– Jasmine Chaitram, CDC Division of Laboratory Systems

• Addressing Covid-19: Perspective From A Scientific Society
– Robin Patel, President, the American Society for Microbiology (ASM)

• Testing Strategies and Priorities
– Greg Armstrong, CDC Deputy Incident Manager for the COVID-19 Response

• Laboratory Testing Supply Chain Update
– Brad Smith, Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS)

• Expanding SARS-CoV-2 Testing in the District
– Tony Tran, District of Columbia Public Health Laboratory

• Laboratory Biosafety Update
– Bill Arndt, CDC Division of Laboratory Systems

• CLIA Updates
– Karen Dyer, Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS)
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CDC Information for Laboratories 

LOINC In-Vitro Diagnostic (LIVD) Test Code Mapping for SARS-CoV-2 Tests 
https://www.cdc.gov/csels/dls/sars-cov-2-livd-codes.html

IVD Industry Connectivity Consortium
https://ivdconnectivity.org/livd/

Interim Guidance for Collecting, Handling, and Testing Clinical Specimens
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/lab/guidelines-clinical-specimens.html

Diagnostic Tools and Virus
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/lab/tool-virus-requests.html

Emergency Preparedness for Laboratory Personnel
https://emergency.cdc.gov/labissues/index.asp

CDC's Laboratory Outreach Communication System (LOCS)
https://www.cdc.gov/csels/dls/locs/
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“We want to hear from you!” 

LabTrainingNeeds@cdc.gov
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To Ask a Question

Division of Laboratory Systems 5

• Using the Webinar System
 Click the Q&A button in the Zoom webinar system
 Type your question in the Q&A box
 Submit your question
 Please do not submit a question using the chat button

• For media questions, please contact CDC Media Relations at 
media@cdc.gov. 

mailto:media@cdc.gov


Addressing Covid-19: Perspective From A 
Scientific Society

Robin Patel, M.D., D(ABMM), FIDSA, FACP, F(AAM)
President, American Society for Microbiology

Elizabeth P. and Robert E. Allen Professor of Individualized Medicine, 
Professor of Medicine and Professor of Microbiology, Co-Director of the Clinical Bacteriology Laboratory, 

Director of the Infectious Diseases Research Laboratory, Mayo Clinic, Rochester, MN) 
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Testing Strategies and Priorities

Greg Armstrong, CDC Deputy Incident 
Manager for the COVID-19 Response 
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Laboratory Testing Supply 
Chain Update

Brad Smith, Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services (CMS) 
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Testing Progress To Date

COVID-19 TESTING
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COVID-19 TESTING

 S p e c i m e n  C o l l e c t i o n  S u p p l i e s :  T h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  i s  d i r e c t l y  p r o c u r i n g  s p e c i m e n  c o l l e c t i o n  
s u p p l i e s  t o  s u p p l e m e n t  t h e  s p e c i m e n  c o l l e c t i o n  s u p p l i e s  s t a t e s  a n d  h e a l t h c a r e  p r o v i d e r s  a r e  
p r o c u r i n g  f r o m  t h e  p r i v a t e  m a r k e t .   F o r  M a y  a n d  J u n e ,  F E M A  w i l l  b e  d i s t r i b u t i n g  s p e c i m e n  
c o l l e c t i o n  s u p p l i e s  i n c l u d i n g  s w a b s ,  t r a n s p o r t  m e d i a ,  a n d  c o l l e c t i o n  t u b e s  d i r e c t l y  t o  s t a t e s .

 L a b  T e s t i n g  C a p a c i t y  T e c h n i c a l  A s s i s t a n c e :  T h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  i s  p r o v i d i n g  e a c h  s t a t e  
t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  h e l p  s t a t e s  f u l l y  u t i l i z e  t h e i r  e x i s t i n g  l a b  c a p a c i t y .   T h i s  i n c l u d e s  
p r o v i d i n g  s t a t e s a  m a p  o f  t h e i r  e x i s t i n g  l a b  t e s t i n g  c a p a c i t y  a s  w e l l  a s  w o r k i n g  w i t h  c o m m e r c i a l  
m a n u f a c t u r e r s  o f  l a b  t e s t i n g  s u p p l i e s  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  s t a t e s  h a v e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  l a b  t e s t i n g  
s u p p l i e s  t o  m e e t  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  t e s t i n g  d e m a n d .   S t a t e s  a n d  h e a l t h c a r e  p r o v i d e r s  w i l l  p u r c h a s e  l a b  
t e s t i n g  s u p p l i e s  d i r e c t l y  f r o m  c o m m e r c i a l  m a n u f a c t u r e r s ,  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  l a b s  
w h o  w i l l  s t i l l  r e c e i v e  r e a g e n t s  t h r o u g h  t h e  I R R .  

 P e r s o n n e l :  C D C  h a s  a l r e a d y  d e p l o y e d  m o r e  t h a n  6 5 0  p e r s o n n e l  t o  s t a t e s  a n d  i s  p r e p a r e d  t o  d e p l o y  
a d d i t i o n a l  p e r s o n n e l  t o  s t a t e s  a s  n e e d e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h  e x p e r t i s e  i n  e p i d e m i o l o g y ,  
p u b l i c  h e a l t h ,  i n f e c t i o n  c o n t r o l  a n d  c o n t a c t  t r a c i n g .  

 G u i d a n c e :  C D C  i s  p r o v i d i n g  s t a t e s  w i t h  g u i d a n c e  a n d  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  o n  a  r a n g e  o f  t e s t i n g  
r e l a t e d  t o p i c s  i n c l u d i n g  s u r v e i l l a n c e ,  s p e c i m e n  c o l l e c t i o n ,  t e s t i n g  i n  l o n g - t e r m  c a r e  f a c i l i t i e s ,  
p o i n t - o f  c a r e  t e s t i n g ,  t e s t i n g  i n  o u t b r e a k  s e t t i n g s ,  a n d  s e r o l o g y .  

Four Types of Technical Assistance for States



COVID-19 TESTING

 S w a b s  a n d  t r a n s p o r t  m e d i a  w i l l  b e  s h i p p e d  
i n  w e e k l y  i n s t a l l m e n t s

 S u p p l i e s  w i l l  b e  s h i p p e d  t o  a  s i n g l e  l o c a t i o n  
w i t h i n  e a c h  s t a t e

 S t a t e s  w i l l  b e  i n  c h a r g e  o f  d i s t r i b u t i n g  
s u p p l i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  s t a t e

 S t a t e s  w i l l  r e c e i v e  7 5 %  o f  t h e  t r a n s p o r t  
m e d i a  a n d  c o l l e c t i o n  t u b e s  t h e y  r e c e i v e  i n  
s w a b s  ( a s  m a n y  s t a t e s  p r o d u c e  t r a n s p o r t  
m e d i a  l o c a l l y )

 T h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  a d d i t i o n a l  
s w a b s  i n  r e s e r v e  t o  m e e t  t h e  d e m a n d  o f  
s t a t e s  w h o s e  M a y  t e s t i n g  i s  o n  p a c e  t o  
e x c e e d  t h e i r  i n i t i a l  a l l o t m e n t  o f  s u p p l i e s

Specimen Collection Supplies

FEMA / HHS

States

Procure swabs 
& media and 
ship to States

Healthcare 
Providers & Labs

K

Receive 
specimen 
collection 

supplies directly
from the state

Specimen Collection Supply Workflow

Receive 
supplies from 

USG, store 
supplies, and 

distribute 
supplies to 

labs including 
public health 

lab



COVID-19 TESTING

 T e s t i n g  C a p a c i t y  M a p s :  E a c h  s t a t e  h a s  b e e n  
p r o v i d e d  a  m a p  a n d  a  s p r e a d s h e e t  o f  i t s  t e s t i n g  
c a p a c i t y  b a s e d  o n  l a b  t e s t i n g  m a c h i n e s  a l r e a d y  
p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  

 O n e - o n - O n e  T e c h n i c a l  A s s i s t a n c e :  E a c h  s t a t e  
h a s  b e e n  a s s i g n e d  a  f e d e r a l  t e c h n i c a l  e x p e r t  t o  
a d v i s e  o n  s t r a t e g i e s  t o  r a m p  u p  t e s t i n g  
c a p a c i t y .  

 M a n u f a c t u r e r s  I n t r o d u c t i o n s :  T h e  f e d e r a l  
g o v e r n m e n t  i s  p r o v i d i n g  i n t r o d u c t i o n s  f o r  s t a t e  
l e a d e r s h i p  t o  t h e  m o s t  s e n i o r  l e v e l  o f  l a b  
t e s t i n g  s u p p l y  m a n u f a c t u r e r s .

 H i g h - D e m a n d  P l a t f o r m s :  F o r  t h e  m o s t  i n - d e m a n d  
l a b  t e s t i n g  p l a t f o r m s  i n c l u d i n g  H o l o g i c P a n t h e r ,  
A b b o t t  I D  N o w ,  a n d  C e p h e i d ,  t h e  f e d e r a l  
g o v e r n m e n t  i s  w o r k i n g  w i t h  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  t o  
e n c o u r a g e  a p p r o p r i a t e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  s u p p l i e s  
a c r o s s  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .

Lab Testing Capacity

Lab Testing Supply Workflow

Manufacturers

States & 
Private Labs

States & 
Private Labs

Drop‐ships 
reagents to labsReceive 

supplies

HHS Facilitation

Purchase 
supplies



COVID-19 TESTING

 C D C  c u r r e n t l y  h a s  m o r e  t h a n  
6 5 0  s t a f f  s e r v i n g  i n  a l l  5 0  
s t a t e s  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y

 C D C  w i l l  d e p l o y  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  5  
o r  m o r e  s t a f f  t o  e a c h  s t a t e ,  a s  
r e q u e s t e d ,  t o  p r o v i d e  t e c h n i c a l  
a s s i s t a n c e  a n d  c o n d u c t  
o u t b r e a k  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s

 A r e a s  o f  e x p e r t i s e  i n c l u d e :

 E p i d e m i o l o g y

 P u b l i c  H e a l t h

 I n f e c t i o n  C o n t r o l  &  
P r e v e n t i o n

 C o n t a c t  T r a c i n g

Personnel



COVID-19 TESTING

 S h a r e ,  e n h a n c e  a n d  i n c r e a s e  t r a i n i n g  a r o u n d  e x i s t i n g  g u i d a n c e  i n c l u d i n g :

 S p e c i m e n  C o l l e c t i o n

 S u r v e i l l a n c e

 C o n t a c t  T r a c i n g

 I s s u e  n e w  g u i d e l i n e s  t h i s  w e e k  f o r :

 S e r o l o g y

 H o w  T o  P r i o r i t i z e  P o i n t - o f - C a r e  T e s t i n g

 S h a r e  s t a t e  b e s t  p r a c t i c e s  i n c l u d i n g  a t  l e a s t :

 C o n t i n u e  w e e k l y  M o n d a y  c a l l s  w i t h  s t a t e s

 R e g u l a r  u p d a t e s  t o  C D C ’ s  S T L T S  w e b s i t e / r e p o s i t o r y

 C o n t i n u e  t o  o f f e r  s u p p o r t  f r o m  H R S A ,  I H S  a n d  t h e  W h i t e  H o u s e  O p p o r t u n i t y  a n d  
R e v i t a l i z a t i o n  C o u n c i l  t o  s u p p o r t  s e n t i n e l  s u r v e i l l a n c e  a n d  d i a g n o s t i c  t e s t i n g  i n  
v u l n e r a b l e  p o p u l a t i o n s  a n d  i n  u n d e r s e r v e d  a n d  d i s t r e s s e d  c o m m u n i t i e s

Guidance



Expanding SARS-CoV-2 Testing 
in the District

Anthony Tran, DrPH, MPH, D(ABMM), 
District of Columbia Public Health 

Laboratory
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Laboratory Biosafety Update for 
COVID-19 

Bill Arndt, PhD
CDC Division of Laboratory Systems
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Biosafety Resources

COVID-19 Information for Laboratories page:
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/lab/index.html

Interim Laboratory Biosafety Guidelines: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/lab/lab-biosafety-guidelines.html

Laboratory Biosafety Frequently Asked Questions: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/lab/biosafety-faqs.html

Send Inquiries to: DLSInquiries@cdc.gov
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/lab/index.html
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CLIA Updates

Karen Dyer, Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services (CMS)
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CDC Social Media

Division of Laboratory Systems 34

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/CDC

Twitter: https://twitter.com/cdcgov

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/cdc

https://www.facebook.com/CDC
https://twitter.com/cdcgov
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cdc
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Thank You For Your Time!
Photo submitted by the Microbiology Laboratory at The University of Pittsburgh Medical Center.
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