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DISABILITY DAYS 


SELECTED FINDINGS 
Findings from the U. S. National Health Sur- 

vey for the year ending June  30, 1958, have es-
tablished once again that time lost from work due 
to illness and injury is greatest in the low-in- 
come families of the United States. "Usually work- 
ing" persons in families with incomes under $2,000 
lost an average of 10.3 days from work as  com- 
pared with 5.9 days for "usually working" persons 
in families with incomes $7,000 and over. A defi-
nite inverse relationship was also observed be- 
tween income and the rates of other forms of re- 
stricted activity, such a s  days in bed due to ill-
ness and injury. For all days of restricted activ- 
ity the rates ranged from a high of 32.4 days per 
person per year among persons in families with 
incomes under $2,000 to a low of about 16.5 days 
for persons in families with incomes of $4,000 
and over. 

The data, which represent the total civilian 
population of the country, exclusive of persons 
confined to institutions, also revealed that school 
children 6-16 years of age in rural-farm and 
rural-nonfarm homes lost less time from school 
as  a result of sickness than did city children of 
the same ages. The figures were 7.3 days lost on 
the average per farm child per year, 7.8 days 
per rural-nonfarm child, and 9.0 days per urban 
child. 

While the data collected during the year, July 
1957-June 1958, revealed what are probably quite 
typical relationships between rates of disability 
days and various demographic variables, the 
volume of disability during that particular 12-
month period is undoubtedly especially high as  
a.result of the epidemic of Asian influenza in the 
fall of 1957. The peak quarter was October-De- 
cember 1957 when the average number of days of 
restricted activity per person, expressed on an 
annual basis, reached a high of 26.1 days, a s  
compared with an average for the year of 20.0 
days. During this same calendar quarter days in 
bed were at a level of 11.4 days per person per 

T h i s  r e p o r t  w a s  p r e p a r e d  b y  J a n e  W. B e r g s t e n ,  
of the U. s. N a t i o n a l  H e a l t h  S u r v e y  s t a f f .  

year a s  compared with the year-long 'average of 
7.8 days. Time lost from work came to 10.2 days 
per person classified a s  "usually working" (that 
is, exclusive of those who worked less :than half 
the year), a s  compared with an average for the 
year of 7.3 days. 

Evidence from the first year of the National 
Health Survey indicated that older workers lost 
approximately 70 percent more days from work 
a s  a result, of illness and injury than younger 
workers. The figures are  6.3 days per person per 
year for "usually working" persons 17-44 years 
of age, 8.4 days for those in the 45-64 year group, 
and 10.8 days for persons 65 years of age or over. 
At ages under 45 years the women workers lost 
more time than the men. In the age group 45-64 
years the two sexes were essentially equal in 
th is  respect but among the workers 65 years of 
age or older the men lost more time than the 
women. 

The leading cause of activity restriction 
during the one-year period was the group of re-
spiratory illnesses. These conditions, the bulk of 
them of an acute type, were responsible for about 
40 percent of all activity restriction and approx- 
imately half of all days in bed for the noninstitu- 
tional population. The influenza epidemic was re-
sponsible for these largefractionsi' but even in 
nonepidemic years the respiratory diseases a r e  
likely to head the list. Circulatory diseases, in- 
cluding heart disease, ranked second in terms of 
total volume of disability, followed by injuries 
and their chronic effects, with digestive diseases 
running a close fourth. 

The above findings are  some of the highlights 
from the tables presented.in this report. The re-
port contains additional statistics on the interre- 
lationships between disability and various char- 
acteristicsof the population. These figures super- 
sede preliminary data published earlier which 
were based only upon the experience during the 
July-September quarter of 1957. 

SOURCE OF DATA 

The information contained in this report was 
obtained from a nationwide household-interview 
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survey conducted by the U. S. National Health 
Survey. The survey is continuous, each week cov- 
ering a random sample of the civilian population 
of the continental United States. Although the sur- 
vey covers persons living a s  inmates of resident- 
type institutions, data for  these persons a r e  not 
included in the figures given in this report. The 
data presented here, therefore, refer to the ci-
vilian noninstitutional population. This report is 
based on interviews obtained during the period, 
July 1, 1957 through June 28, 1958. During this 
period interviews were conducted in approximately 
36,000 households throughout the country and 
covered about 115,000 persons. 

A description of the survey design, methods 
used in estimation, and the general qualifications 
of the data is presented in Appendix I. Particular 
attention should be given to the section entitled 
Reliability of Estimates. Since all estimates pre- 
sented in this report a r e  based on a sample of the 
population rather than on the entire population, 
they a r e  subject to sampling e r r o r s  and should 
not be considered exact figures. The sampling 
e r ro r s  for most of the estimates presented a r e  
of relatively low magnitude. However, where an 
estimated number or  the numerator o r  denomi- 
nator of a rate or  percent is small, the sampling 
e r r o r  may be high. Such estimates, therefore, 
must be interpreted with caution. -

Definitions of te rms  used in this report a r e  
given in Appendix 11. Since some of these te rms  
have specialized meaning, it is suggested that 
the reader familiarize himself with these defini- 
tions. 

The questionnaire that was used during the 
year, July 1957-June 1958, is reproduced in Ap- 
pendix 111. 

The basic data presented in this report per- 
tain to days of restricted activity, bed disability, 
and days lost from work o r  school because of 
illness o r  injury. Estimates of numbers and rates  
of these four types of disability days a r e  given 
for  the total population of the Nation and for the 
various sex, age, and residence subgroups of the 
population. In addition, data on disability days a r e  
presented according to major activity of the per- 
son, family income, and calendar quarter. Al-
though the primary emphasis in this publication 
is on disability days and their relationship to var- 
ious demographic characteristics of the popula- 
tion rather than on the types of illness which 
caused the disability, data showing the four types 
of disability days distributed according to broad 
groupings of the conditions responsible for the 
disability a r e  presented. Population estimates 
which were used in computing the ra tes  in this 
publication a r e  also included. These will enable 
the reader to recombine the data into categories 
more suitable to his specific needs. 

The method by which information on the vari- 
ous types of disability days was obtained may be 
seen by examining the questionnaire facsimile in 
Appendix 111. After basic demographic information 

was obtained for each member of the sample 
household, the "illness-recall" questions (ques- 
tions 11-17) were asked about each person. All 
conditions reported in response to questions -11-
17 were entered in table I of the questionnaire, 
and the questions in table I were then asked, a s  
indicated, for  each such condition. 

.The estimated number of restricted-activity 
days a r e  based on responses to the questions in 
columns (e), (f), and (g) in table I of the question- 
naire. Responses to the question in column (h) 
form the basis for the estimates of numbers of 
bed-disability days and responses to the questions 
in columns (i) and (j) of table I a r e  used to de- 
termine the estimates of work-loss and school- 
loss days. 

It is possible for a day of disability to have 
been the result of more than one condition. In 
such cases the day is ascribed in the statistics 
to each condition that was reported to have caused 
the disability, but the day is counted only once in 
tabulations of person-days of disability. 

DI'SABILlTY DAYS 
BY RESIDENCE, SEX, AND AGE 

Restricted-Activity Days. 

During the year,  July 1957-June 1958, a total 
of 3,369.6 million days of restricted activity re-
sulting from illness o r  injury were experienced 
by persons in the United States. This represents 
an average for the year of 20 days of restricted 
activity per  person. A day of restricted activity 
i B  defined in the survey a s  being a day when a 
person cut down on his usual day-to-day activities 
because of an illness or an injury. A day spent in 
bed, o r  a day lost from work or school because 
of illness o r  injury constitutes a day of restrict-  
ing one's usual activities and such days a r e  in- 
cluded in the counts of restricted-activity days. 
The number of "restricted-activity days" is, 
therefore, the most inclusive measure of disa-
bility days presented in this report. 

Since the Asian influenza epidemic occurred 
during the fall of 1957. the days of disability re-
sulting from i t  a r e  included in the estimates of 
disability days presented in this report. Because 
of the epidemic the number of disability days ex-
perienced during the year, July 1957-June 1958, 
is no doubt, greater than one would expect in 
a more "typical" year. 

The number of restricted-activity days per 
person per year increased with age. Persons in 
the age groups under 45 averaged roughly 15 days 
of restricted activity per  person per year, while 
persons 45-64 years  of age averaged25 days, and 
persons 65 years  of age and-ovegabout 47 days. 
This latter group, which represents only about 9 
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percent of. the population of the Nation, accounted 
for about 20 percent of all days of restricted ac- 
tivity (tables 1and 2 and fig. 1). 

0; Ib 2b io 4b 5b $0 70 20 
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Figure  1 .  Number of r e s t r i c t e d - a c t i v i t y  days  p e r  
p e r s o n  p e r  y e a r  by s e x  and a g e .  

Females accounted for a higher rate of re-
stricted-activity days than males, about 22 days 
per person per year on the average a s  compared 
wir.h about 18 days for males. The rates for the 
two sexes were approximately the same in the 
younger ages, but for age groups 15 years and 
over women consistently showed a higher rate of 
restricted-activity days than men (fig. 1). The 
rates for females were higher than for males in 
each of the three residence categories, a s  may be 
seen in figure 2. 

The number of restricted-activity days per 
person per y e a r  was approximately the same for 
urban and rural-nonfarm persons, about 20 
days for each group. The figure for rural-farm 
persons was slightly higher, about 21.5 days per 
person (table 2). There appeared to be more re-
stricted activity due to illness among the urban 
children and less among children on farms. At 
ages 45 Years and over the reverse was true. The 
rural-nonfarm population occupied amiddle posi- 
tion in each case. 

Rural RuralUrban nonfarm farm 
RESIDENCE 

F i g u r e  2 .  Number Q f  r e s t r i c t e d - a c t i v i  t y  days  p e r  
p e r s o n  p e r  y e a r  by s e x  and r e s i d e n c e .  

Bed-Dirabilitiy D.ays , *  

Estimated numbers andxates of bed-disabil. 
i ty days a r e  presented in tables A, B, 3, and 4.. 
A total of 1,309.9 million days of bed disability 
due to illness or  injury were incurred during the 
year, July 1957-June 1958. This represents an 
average of about 7.8 bed-disability days per per- 
son per year for civilian persons in tlie united 
.States, exclusive of those confined to institutions. 
A person is considered to have had a day of bed 
disability if he spent all or most of the day (more 
than half of the daylight hours) in bed because of 
an illness or  an injury. A day spent in the hospi- 
tal is considered to be a day of bed disability, 
even though the person was not actually in bed. 

By examining the bed-disability-day rates 
among the different age groups, it may be seen 
that the rates in the age groups under age 65 were 
relatively constant, ranging from about 6 to about 
9 days per person per year. Persons 65 years of 
age and over experienced a substantially higher 
rate of bed disability, however, with about 16days 
per person per year (table A). This is consistent 
with the relationship that was found between rates 
of restricted-activity days and age. 

Females averaged a greater number of bed-
disability days than males, just a s  was the case 
for the more inclusive measure, restricted-ac-
tivity days. During the year, females experienced 
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Table A. Number of bed-disability days 

per person per year by sex and age: 

United States, July 1957-June 1958 


I I I1 I IAge Both Male Female 
sexes 


All ages- 7.8 6.9 8.7 


5.8 5.2 6.4 

7.8 7.6 8.0 

6.3 4.9 7.6 

5.8 4.4 7 .O 

8.8 7.7 9.8 

16.3 16.O 16.6 


I I I 

8.7 days of bed disability due to illness or  injury 
as compared with 6.9 days for males. It may be 
noted that the difference in rates between males 
and females was greatest in the childbearing ages 
(table A). Females also showed a consistently 
higher rate of bed-disability days than males 
within each of the three place-of -residence 
groups (table B). There were, however, no sig- 
nificant differences among the three place-of-
residence groups with respect to rates of bed 
disability. 
Table B. Number of bed-disability days 


per person per year by sex and resi- 

dence: United States, July 1957-June 

1958 


Both
Residence Male Female 

sexes 


All areas- 7.8 6.9 I 8.7 
I I 

7.9 6.9 8.9 

7.5 6.8 8.2 

7.6 6.7 8.6 


Work-Loss Days 

A total of 599.1 million days were lost from 
work because of illness or, injury during the year, 
July 1957-June 1958 (table 5). A day was counted 
a s  lost from work if the person would have been 
going to work at a job or business that day but in-
stead lost the entire work day because of an ill- 
ness or an injury. The estimated 599.1 million 
work-loss days does not measure the total impact 

of illness or injury on the ecoi.3my, because it 
excludes two main types of work loss resulting 
from illness or injury. By definition, work loss 
involving only part of a work day was not includ- 
ed in the estimate, nor was the work loss of per- 
sons with long-term disability of such severity 
that they are  unable towork at all. The estimates 
presented here, then, are  estimates of the num- 
ber of whole days lost from work from a current 
job or business. 

Again, it may be pointed out that the frequen-
cies and rates of work-loss days, a s  well a s  
other measures of disability, may be atypically 
high in this survey year due to the epidemic in 
the fall of 1957. 

Estimates of numbers of work-loss days are  
presented for two population groups (1) work loss 
experienced by all persons in the population 17 
years of age or older, and (2) work loss experi- 
enced by all persons 17 years of age and over 
who were classified a s  "usually working." "Usu-
ally working" persons a re  those persons who re-
ported "working" a s  their major activity during 
the 12-month period preceding the week of inter- 
view. 

The estimates of work loss based on the ex- 
perience of all persons in the populatibn 17 years 
of age and over include the work loss of persons 
working on a part-time basis, persons working 
intermittently or seasonally, and persons who 
have jus t  recently entered the labor force a s  well 
as  persons working regularly and on a full-time 
basis. These estimates of the total days provide 
a measure of economic loss to the._c_o_untry sub-
ject, of course, to the limitations mentioned 
above. Rates computed on the basis of these es-
timates may be somewhat misleading, however, 
depending on the population base used in comput- 
ing rates (for example, all persons age 17 and 
over, "usually working" persons age 17 and over, 
and so forth). Such rates would reflect not only 
the rate of work loss but also such factors as  the 
amount of intermittent or seasonal work among 
the persons in thegroup, o r  the proportion of em- 
ployed persons in the group. 

In order to get a measureof the rate of work 
loss based on a stable working population, work- 
loss data were also tabulated for the "usually 
working'' population. The rates for these persons 
are  perhaps a more useful measure to use in an- 
alyzing variation of work loss among different 
demographic groups in the population. The rates 
discussed in this report, therefore, will be those 
based on the "usually working" population. They 
are  derived by dividing the number of work-loss 
days for "usually working" persons 17 years of 
age and over by the estimated number of such 
"usually working" persons in the population. Pop- 
ulation estimates are  includedin tables 33-42, so 
that the reader may compute rates based on the 
total population, if he so desires. 

The total number of work-loss days experi-
enced by "usually working" persons during the 
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year, July 1957-June 1958, was about 432.7 mil-
lion days, or roughly two thirds of the total num- 
ber of work-loss days occurring during this pe-
riod. This amounted to an average work loss of 
7.3 days per "usually working" person (table 6).

For both sexes combined, the rate of work 
loss increased with age, varying from 6.3 days 
per person per year for persons 17-24and 25-44 
years of age, to 8.4 days for persons 45-64,and 
to 10.8 days for persons 65 yea r s  of age and over. 
This same pattern of increase with age occurred 
in each of the three residence groups. Looking at 
the relationship between work loss and age for 
males and females separately, the rates of work 
loss appear to increase with age for males, but , 
not for females. For females, the rate rises 
slightly then decreases suddenly for women 65 
years  of age and over. However, the estimated 
rate for women age 65 and over is based on rel-
atively few cases and consequently is subject to 
large sampling error. Additional data are needed 
before any definite conclusions can be drawn for 
this group.

"Usually working" males in the rural-farm 
population experienced a greater rate of work 
loss than "usually working" males in the urban or  
rural-nonfarm populations (9.3 days for rural- 
farm males as compared with 6.7 and 7.2 days
for males in the urban and rural-nonfarm popu- 
lations, respectively). The difference between the 
residence groups appears most noticeably in the 
age group "65 and over." Farmers are, un-
doubtedly less affected by the "retirement at  age
65" phenomenon than are persons in most other 
occupations. In addition, the nature of their work 
is such that it can be carried on, if necessary on 
a more limited basis, a s  their physical abilities 
become more restricted. 

School-Loss Days 

A total of 291.5 million school-loss days, an 
average of 8.4 days per school-age child, occurred 
during 'the year, July 1957-June 1958 (table 7). 
A school-loss day is defined in the survey as be-
ing a day when a child would have been going to 
school but instead missed the whole of the school 
day because of an illness or  an injury. School-loss 
days were  tabulated for children from 6-16years
of age. The rates of school-loss days were com-
puted using in the denominators all children in the 
population in the specified residence, sex, or age 
groups.

The rate of school loss was greater among 
urban children than among rural-nonfarm or  ru-
ral-farm children: 9.0 days per child per year
for urban children as compared with 7.8 days and 
7.3 days for rural-nonfarm and rural-farm chil- 
dren, respectively (table 8). This same relation- 
ship occurred among children 6-14years of age, 
but not among children 15-16 years of age. In 

this latter age group, rural-farm children experi- 
enced a higher rate of school loss than their ur -
ban or  rural-nonfarm counterparts. 

It appears from the data that girls experi- 
enced a higher rate of school loss than boys, and 
that children 6-14 experienced a higher rate of 
school loss than children 15-16.Neither of these 
differences is significant, however, and more da- 
ta will have to be obtained before one can tell if 
they represent real differences in the populations. 

DISABILITY DAYS 
BY INCOME, SEX, AND A G E  

Restricted-Activity Days 

Estimates of restricted-activity days &cur-
ring during the year, July 1957-June 1958, dis-
tributed according to family income a r e  presented 
in tables 9 and 10 and figure 3. 

Figure 3. Number of restricted-activity days per 
person per year by sex and family income. 

The rate of restricted-activity days varied 
inversely with family income. Families having 
incomes under $2,000 experienced 32.4 restrict-
ed-activity days  per person per year. The cor- 
responding figure for families with incomes be-
tween $2,000and $3,999 was 20.5 restricted-ac-
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tivity days per person, and for families with in- 
comes $4,000 and over, about 16.5 days of re-
stricted activity. This inverse relationship be- 
tween rate of restricted-activity days and income 
existed for males and females separately, as  well 
a s  for the two sex groups combined (table 10). 

A possible explanation for this relationship 
is that persons in lower income families a re  
more subject to restricting illness because of 
less utilization of medical care, poorer diet, and 
other factors. It is also possible that families in 
which there is restricting illness have lower in- 
comes a s  a result of this illness. Persons who 
otherwise would be employed might not seek or 
be able to secure employment because of ill 
health. And those persons who are employed 
might tend to work less or take poorer paying 
jobs because of health problems. 

The  question of whether the larger amount 
of incapacitating illness is the cause or an effect 
of low income is a complex one which has to be 
settled by means of special research studies. It 
is worth noting, however, that a similar finding 
has come from numerous other surveys.' 

Comparing rates of restricted-activity days 
for males and females within each of the family 
income groups, it may be seen in table 10 and 
figure 3 that males and females in the lowest in- 
come group averaged the same number of re-
stricted-activity days, namely 32.4 days per per- 
son per year. In the next income group, $2.000- 
3,999, females averaged a slightly greater num- 
ber of days than males. 21.9 days for females a s  
compared with 19.1 days for males. The largest 
difference in rates of restricted-activity days oc- 
curred in the two highest income groups where 
females had about 19 restricted-activity days a s  
compared with about 14 days for males. If re-
stricting illness does have a depressive effect on 
family income, one would expect that illness 
among males, on whom the family income is 
more likely to depend, would have a greater ef-
fect on the family's income than illness among 
females. This could account for the lacklsf dif- 
ference in rate of restricted-activity days-.be-
tween males and females in lower income famix -
lies. 

There were no important differences in av-
erage number of restricted-activity days among 
the different income groups for persons under 
age 25. For persons in age groups 25 years and 
over, however, the inverse relationship between 
family income and rate of restricted-activity days 
may be noted (table 10). 

' g r i t t e n ,  R . H .  j C o l l i n s ,  S.D. j and F i t z g e r a l d ,  
J .S. :  Some g e n e r a l  f i n d i n g s  a s  t o  d i s e a s e ,  a c c i -
d e n t s ,  and i m p a i r m e n t s  i n  u r b a n  a r e a s .  Pub. H e a l t h  

-Rep. 1 1 :  1 0 - 1 1 ,  Mar. 1 9 4 0 .  

3Bed - D isa bility Days 

A s  may be seen in tables 11, 12, and C, the 
relationship between average number of bed-disa- 
bility days per person per year and family income 
followed approximately the same pattern as wc7s 
found for restricted-activity days. 

Table C. Number of bed-disability days 

per person per year by sex and family 

income: Uni7ted States, July 1957-June 

19 58 


1 I I 

Total------ I 7.8 6.9 I 8.7 

Under $2,000----- 12.2 12.0 12.3 

$2,000-3,999----- 7.8 7.2 8.3 

$4,000-6,999----- 6.9 5.7 8.1 

$7,000+---------- 6.0 5.0 7.1 

The rate of bed-disability days per person 
ranged fro= 12.2 days a.mmg p e r c a s  with Inw 
family income to 6.0 days for persons in higher 
income groups. 

Males and females in the lowest income 
group experienced the same average number of 
bed-disability days, 12.0 and 12.3 days for males 
and females, respectively, while in each of the 
higher income groups, females consistently av-
eraged a greater number of bed-days than males 
(table C). , 

In the younger age groups, under age 25, there 
were no substantial differences in rates of bed 
disability among persons in the different income 
grmps. Differences did occur in all age groups 
over age 25, with persons in lower income fam- 
ilies experiencing a greater number of bed-dis- 
ability days than persons in higher income fam- 
ilies (table 12). 

Work-loss Days 

The inverse relationship between disability 
days and income is also found with respect to 
rates of work-loss days. Among all persons clas-
sified a s  "usually working" during the 12-month 
period prior to the week of interview, persons 
with family income under $2,000 lost an average 
of 10.3 days from work during July 1955-June 
1958. The average days lost from work succes-
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sively decreased to 5.9 days for persons with 
family incomes over $7,000 (fig. 4). 

F i g u r e  4 .  Number o f  w o r k - l o s s  d a y s  p e r  p e r s o n  
p e r  y e a r  b y  f a m i l y  income f o r  " u s u a l l y  working" 
p e r s o n s .  

Although "usually working" males and fe-
males lost about the same number of days from 
work during the period, July 1957-June 1958, 
there seemed to be a tendencyfor males in lower 
income families to lose more days from work 
then females in the same income class. For the 
higher income groups, the situation was reversed, 
with females losing slightly more days from work, 
on the average, than males (tables 13 and 14). 
The differences were not great, however, and all 
that can be stated with some assurance is that the 
association between income and time lost from 
work is more conspicuous for male workers than 
for female workers. 

School-Loss Days 

Data on school-loss daysfor the period, July 
1957-June 1958, are  presented in tables 15 and 16. 
There were no important differences in rates of 
school loss among children in the various family 
income groups. 

DISABILITY DAYS BY RESIDENCE, 
SEX, MAJOR ACTIVITY, AND AGE 

Restricted-Activity Days 

Data on restricted-activity days distributed 
by major activity a re  presented for persons 17 
years of age and over in tables 17 and 18 and 
figure 5. 

Males were  categorized into two major ac-
tivity groups, "usually working" and "other." 
"Usually working" males were those whose ma- 
jor activity was reported to be "working" for the 
12-month period prior to the week of interview. 
Males classified as  "other" were  those whose 
major activity was reported to be something oth- 
er than working, and include those who were re-
ported to be "going to school," "looking for work," 
"retired," doing "something else," and a few re-
ported to be "keeping house" during the year 
preceding the interview. In the age group 17-24 
years  the majority of this "other" group were 
going to school while at  ages 65 years  and over 
most were retired. 

"Usually working'' males were restricted in 
activities an average of 13.2 days per person dur- 
ing July 1957-June 1958. The average number of 
restricted-activity days increased gradually with 
age, from 8.8 days for "usually working'' males 
17-24years of age to 26.1 days for those 65years 
and over. 

For males whose major activity was  classi-
fied a s  "other," days of restricted activity amount- 
ed to an average of 44.7 per person. The rate in-
creased with age from 11.7 days for males 17-24, 
to 85.1 days for men 45-64, then decreased to 54.1 
days for those 65 years of age and over (fig. SA). 

Because a large proportion of youiiger males 
wiio were classified a s  having "other" major ac- 
tivities were going to school, it is not surprising 
that the rate of restricted-activity days for "oth- 
er" males was only slightly higher than the rate 
for "usually working" males for the youngest age 
group (11.7 days compared with 8.8 days). The 
large differences between the two major activity 
groups in the older ages is no doubt due to an in- 
creasing proportion of men in the I'other" group 
who a re  not working because of poor health. The 
decrease in the rate of restricted-activity days 
for "other" males over age 65 is probably brought 
about by an influx of persons retiring at age 65. 
many of whom have retired simply for age rather 
than for health reasons. 

The relationship between age and rate of re-
stricted activity for both of the major activity 
groups was approximately the same in each of the 
three residence groups a s  it was in all residence 
groups combined. 

The female population 17 years of age and 
over was divided into three main categories ac-
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cording tp major activity: "usually working," 
"keeping house," and "other." 

The amount of restricted activity, a s  meas- 
ured in terms of days per person per year, was 
clearly highest in the group labeled "other," 
where the average was 43.0 days a s  compared 
with 28.2 days  for women who were "keeping
house" and 15.0 days for women "usually work- 
ing." The reasons for this are probably quite 
similar to those already cited for males. The 
fact that the rate for women who were keeping
house was higher than the rate for working wom- 
en suggests that employment tends to select per- 
sons with less illness. However, there a re  un- 
doubtedly other differences in the characteristics 
of the employed and "keeping house'' female pop- 
ulations. For example, a larger proportion of 
those keeping house a re  likely to be married and 
bearing children. 

Among younger women, the rates of restrict-
ed activity were approximately the same in each 
of the three major activity groups, but among 
older women the differences in the rates of the 
three groups were large (fig. 5B). 

As was the case for men, the relationship
between age and restricted activity for each of 
the three major activity groups was approximately 
the same for urban, rural-nonfarm, and rural- 
farm persons. 
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Bed- Disabili ty Davs 

Data showing bed-disability days distributed 
according to sex and major activity are presented 
in tables 19, 20, D, and E, 

In general, rates of bed-disability days fol- 
lowed much the same pattern a s  restricted-ac- 
tivity days within the various major activity cat- 
egories. 

The number of bed-disability days per per- 
son per year increased slightly with age for "usu-
ally working" males, but for males with "other" 
major activities the rate increased substantially 
with age, then dropped for the age group "65 and 
over." 

"Usually working" males averaged 4.5 bed-
disability days per person during the year, a s  
compared with an average of 16.8 bed-days for 
males in the "other" major activity category. 
For the youngest age group 17-24, the rates for 
the two activity groups were quite similar, but 
differences in rates appeared among the older 
age groups (table D).

For "usually working" women the average
number of bed-days per person was approximately 
the same i? each of the different age groups, but 
for women "keeping house" the average number 
of days increased with age, and for "otlier" wom- 



Table D. Number of bed-disability days 

per person per year €or males by ma-

jor activity and age: United States, 

July 1957-June 1958 


Age 


All ages-17+-- 4.5 I 16.8 
I 

5.5 
12.4 
31.5 
20.6 

en it increased then dropped for the age group "65 
and over" (table E).

"Usually working" females averaged 6.3 bed- 
days per person; women who were "keeping
house," 9.2 bed-days; and women in "other" ma- 
jor activities, 20.8 days of bed disability. A s  with 
males, differences in rates are not notable in the 
younger ages, but did occur among the older age 
groups. 

Table E. Number of bed-disability days 

per person per year for females by ma- 

jor activity and age: United States, 

July 1957-June 1958 


Major activity 


Age 
 1 IUsually Keeping lother 

working house 


1 I I 

The interrelationships between days of re-
stricted activity (and bed-days), major activity, 
and age are  not surprising. Both men and women 
who Itusually work" a re  a select group from the 
standpoint of health, both because of self-selec- 
tion and because of the physical standards for 
employment. On the other hand, the "other" cate- 
gory for men includes many persons who a re  un- 
able to work, and for women it includes many who 

are unable to either work or keep house. For 
these same reasons one would expect the age dif- 
ferentials in the rates of disability days to be rel-
atively small for "usually working" people and 
high for persons who do not usually work. 

Work-Loss Days 
uata snowing the frequencies and rates of 

work-loss days for persons in thedifferent major 
activity categories arepresented in tables 21 and 
22. Although work-loss-day rates presented in 
the remainder of this report were computed for 
"usually working" persons only, the rates pre- 
sented in table 22 were computed for each of the 
major activity groups. 

Of the total number of work-loss days ex-
perienced by males during the year, July 1957-
June 1958, 76 percent were lost by males whose 
major activity was "usually working," and 24 per-
cent by males whose major activity was some- 
thing other than working. For females, 65percent 
of the work-loss days were lost by "usually work- 
ing" females, 25 percent by women whose major 
activity was keeping house, and the remaining 10 
percent by women with other types of major ac- 
tivities. 

A s  was mentioned earlier, the questions per- 
taining to work loss a re  intended to measure the 
number of whole days lost from work from a 
current job or  business. There is some indica- 
tion, however, that work-loss days w e r e  reported 
for some persons who have been unable to work 
'for a long time. Although, as yet, no evidence is 
available a s  to the extent to which this has hap-
pened, the effect of this response error  is be-
lieved to be slight for most of the data presented
in this report. However, since the major activity 
categories of "keeping house" and "other" con-
tain virtually all of the persons who are unable 
to work, data on work-Jws days for these major 
activity groups would &2 more sensitive to the 
effects of any re6pon-1~ a r o r  among persons un- 
able to work. This q p o f  error  probably ac- 
counts for inccjii&.tenqies in cells of low fre-

ables which in-
OS@ persons- whose major ac- 

Working, In general, cells 
t 6mi41i'on work-loss days 

n because of the 
hzardfr6kmerro2s of response 

DISABILITY DqYS BY 

QUARTER, SEX, AND AGE 


Restricted-Activity Days 
Kestricted-activity days a re  distributed by

calendar quarter in tables 23and 24 and figure 6, 
The rate of restricted-activity days was at a 

low for the yea2 during July-September 1957 when 
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1957- -1958-
QUARTER 

F i g u r e  6 .  Number of d a y s  of r e s t r i c t e d  a c t i v i t y  
and bed  d i s a b i l i t y  p e r  p e r s o n  p e r  y e a r  by  q u a r -  
t e r .  

this type of disability was occurring at a rate of 
15.9 days per person per year. The rate sharply 
increased to 26.1 days perperson per year in the 
next quarter when the Asian influenza epidemic 
was at its peak. It dropped to 20.9 days per year 
during January-March 1958, then dropped still 
further to 17.3 days per year during the last 
quarter of the July 1957-June 1958 year (table 24 
and fig. 6). 

Both males and females showed the same 
seasonal pattern on restricted-activity-day rates, 
with females consistently showing evidence of a 
higher rate of restricted-activity days in each of 
the four calendar quarters. 

Greater seasonal variation in the rate of re-
stricted-activity days occurred in the younger age 
groups than in the older ages. Restricted-activ- 
ity-day rates for children in the age groups "un- 
der 5" and 5 - 1 4 "  were at  a low for the year 
during the summer of 1957, and increased to three -
times that level during the fall of 1957, an in- 
crease from 6.4 to 18.0 daysand from 8.5 to 29.2 
days for the two age groups, respective1y.lAlthough 
such seasonal increases occurred in each of the 
age groups, the relative increase was much less 
marked among older persons. Since children a r e  
relatively more susceptible to acute illnesses 

than older persons, the more extreme seasonal 
variation in rate of restricted-activity days for 
younger persons is not surprising. 

Bed-Disability Days 
Bed-disability days displayed the same sea- 

sonal variation a s  restricted-activity days, as  
may be seen in tables 25 and 26 and figure 6. A s  
with disability days, seasonal variation in the rate 
of bed-days was the same for males and females. 
Females consistently experienced more days of 
bed disability than males in each of the four cal- ' 

endar quarters. 
Again, there was more seasonal fluctuation 

in rates of bed-disability days for children than 
for persons in older age groups (table 26). 

Work-loss Days 

Data on work-loss days by calendar quarter 
are  presented in tables 27 and 28. Rates of work- 
loss days showed marked seasonal variation-av- 
eraging about 5.1 days per person per year dur- 
ing the summer of 1957 and the spring of 1958, 
but reaching much higher levels during the fall 
and winter of 1957-1958, when the rates were 10.2 
and 8.6 days, respectively. 

Males and females showed the same season- 
al variation in rates of work-loss days. Although 
the seasonal variation appears to differ somewhat 
in the different age groups, the sampling errors 
of the seasonal rates for the youngest and oldest 
age groups are  relatively high. 

School-loss Days 
The seasonal variation in both the number 

and rate of school-loss days is affected not only 
by the seasonal variation in disabling illness but 
also by changes in the number of children in 
school. The rate of school loss was very low, 1.1 
days per child per year, during July-September 
1957. Since school was in session for only a very 
short time during this period one would expect the 
rate for this quarter to be low. The school-loss 
rate wasat its peak, 17.5 daysper childper year, 
during the October-December quarter, the Asian 
influenza epidemic, no doubt, being responsible 
for this extremely highrate. School loss was at a 
lower level during the first and second quarters 
of 1958, when rates of school-loss days were 8.8 
and 6.0. The common childhood diseases are apt 
to be prevalent during this period and, hence, were 
probably responsible for many of these days lost 
from school. 

The seasonal variation in school-loss days 
was substantially the same for boys and girls and 
for each of the two age groups (tables 29 and 30). 
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DIS AB11 ITY DAYS 

BY CONDITION GROUP 


IQ tables 31 and 32 thefour different kinds of 
disability days, i.e., restricted-activity days, bed- 
days, work-loss days, and school-loss days, are 
distributed in broad groupings according to the 
nature of the conditions responsible for the dis- 
ability. 

It should be noted that disability days dis- 
tributed by condition group contain some duplica- 
tion. Whenever a personspent the day in bed, re-
stricted his usual activities for the day, or  lost a 
day from work or school because of several con- 
current conditions, the days of disability were 
tallied under each contributing condition. There- 
fore, the sum of days for all condition groups is 
about 25 percent greater than the actual total 
number of days of disabilityincurred. In the pre- 
ceding sections of this report, dealing with per- 
son characteristics, the disability days did not 
contain such duplication. 

Respiratory ccmditions were the main cause of 
all four types of disability days, being responsi- 

ble for about 39 percent of all restricted-activity 
days, 49 percent of all bed-disability days, 40 
percent of the work-loss days, and 71 percent of 
all days lost from school. Circulatory conditions 
and injuries and impairments due to injuries 
were  also main causes of restricted%ctivity days, 
bed-days, and work-loss days. Circulatory dis-
eases, principally of a chronic nature, accounted 
for about 15 percent of all restricted-activity 
days, 13 percent of all bed-days, and 12 percent
of the work-loss days. Injuries and impairments 
due to injuries, the second ranking cause of days 
lost from work, caused about 12 percent of all re-
stricted-activity days, 8 percent of the bed-dis-
ability days, and 18 percent of all work-loss days. 
It is of interest to note that of the total time lost 
from work because of injuries, 106.7 milliondays, 
about one third was chargeable to chronic effects 
and impairments resulting from old injuries. 

After respiratory conditions, infectious and 
parasitic .conditions were the main cause of 
school-loss days. Included in this condition 
group, which was responsible for about 15 per-
cent of all school-loss days, were the common 
childhood diseases such as  measles, mumps, and 
chickenpox. 
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Table 1. Number of r e s t r i c t e d - a c t i v i t y  days by residence,  sex,  and age: United S t a t e s ,  
J u l y  1957-June 1958 

[Data a re  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  d u r i n g  J u l y  1957-June 1958. Data  r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  pop-
u l a t i o n  o f  c o n t i n e n t a l  Un i ted  Sta tes .  D e t a i l e d  f i g u r e s  may no t  add t o  t o t a l s  due t o  round ing .  The survey  design, 
genera l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  es t ima tes  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I .  D e f i n i t i o n s  
o f  te rms a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix l a  

Residence 

Sex and age 
Rural RuralA l l  areas Urban nonfarm farm 

Number of days i n  mi l l i ons  

Both sexes 

3,369.6 2,029.3 886.9 453.5 

255. a 
545.5 

153.3 
331.2 

76.4 
153.4 

26.1 
60 .a 

284.3 
722.8 

. 171.7 
444.0 

66.3 
197.9 81.0 

46.3 

874.6 
686.7 

529.8 
399.3 

216.5 
176.4 

128.3 
111.1 

1,452.5 852.6 391.7 208.3 

126.2 73.7 38.6 13.9 
271.4 167.1 75.7 28.6 

105.8 63.1 19.7 23.1, 
270 .a 158.6 79 .O 33.1 

377.8 226.9 98.1 52.8 
300.4 163.1 80.6 56.7 

1,917.1 1,176.7 495.3 245.2 

129.6 79.6 37 .a 12.2 
274.0 164.1 77 .a 32.1 

178.5 108.6 46.6 23.2 
452.0 285.3 118.9 47 .a 
496.7 302.9 118.4 75.4 
386.3 236.1 95.7 54.4 
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Table 2. Number of restricted-activity days per person per year by residence, sex?and age: 

United States, July 1957-June 1958 


[Data  a r e  based on household  i n t e r v i e w s  d u r i n g  J u l y  1957-June 1958. D a t a  r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  pop-
u l a t i o n  of c o n t i n e n t a l  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  The survey  des ign ,  g e n e r a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  r e l i a b i l -  
i t y  o f  t h e  e s t i m a t e s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I .  D e f i n i t i o n s  of te rms a r e  a i v e n  i n  Appendix I l l  

~~ 

Residence 


Sex and age 
All keas Urban Rural 

nonfarm 
Rural 
farm 

Both sexes 

20.0 19.7 20.0 21.5 

13.2 13.8 12.9 11.5 
16.4 17.9 15.5 12.4 

13.5 13.2 12.9 15.4 
15.8 15.7 15.8 16.9 

25.4 23.3 28.9 30.2 
47.3 42.9 52.4 60.2 

17.7 17.4 17.9 19.1 

12.8 13.1 12.5 12.1 
16.0 18.0 14.9 11.1 

10.8 10.7 8.5 14.6 
12.4 11.8 13.0 14.1 

22.6 21.1 26.5 23.3 
45.2 40.3 49.6 58.4 

Female 

22.2 21.8 22.1 24.2 

13.6 14.4 13.3 10.9 
16.8 17.9 16.2 13.9 

15.8 15.4 16.7 16.3 
19.0 19.2 18.4 19.7 

28.0 25.3 31.2 38.2 
49.1 44.9 55.0 62.3 
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Table 3. Number of bed-disabili ty days by residence, sex, and age: United States ,  July 1957- 
June 1958 

[Data are based on household i n te rv iews  dur ing Ju l y  1957-June 1958. Data r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  pop-
u l a t i o n  o f  con t i nen ta l  Uni ted States. De ta i l ed  f i g u r e s  may not add t o  t o t a l s  due t o  rounding. The survey design, 
general q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and in fo rma t ion  on t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  est imates are g i ven  i n  Appendix I .  D e f i n i t i o n s  
of terms are g i ven  i n  Appendix ll] 

Residence 

Sex and age 
Rural RuralI 1A l l  areas Urban farm 


Number of days i n  mill ions 

Both sexes 

1,309.9 817.0 333.4 159.5 

111.8 68.1 31.6 12.0 
260.4 156.5 74.2 29.7 

133.5 81.5 32.5 19.6 
263.9 169.7 66.2 28.0 

303.1 195.2 69.9 38.1 
237.2 146.0 59.0 32.1 

-Male 

561.3 339.7 148.9 72.6 

51.0 30.6 14.5 6.0 
129.7 78.0 36.7 15.0 

48.2 29.5 9.8 8.8 
97.3 59.9 26.5 10.9 

128.5 83.3 31.4 13.9 
106.5 58.6 29.9 18.0 

Female 

748.6 477.2 184.4 86.9 

60.7 37.6 17.1 6.0 
130.6 78.6 37.4 14.6 

85.4 51.9 22.7 10.7 
166.7 109.8 39.7 17.1 

174.6 111.9 38.4 24.2 
130.7 87.4 29.1 14.1 
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Table 4. Number of bed-disability days per person per year by residence, sex, and age: United 

States, July 1957-June 1958 


[Data a r e  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  d u r i n g  J u l y  1957-June 1958. D a t a  r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  pop- 
u l a t i o n  o f  c o n t i n e n t a l  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  The survey  des ign ,  g e n e r a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  
o f  t h e  e s t i m a t e s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I .  D e f i n i t i o n s  of te rms a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix 111 

Residence 


Sex and age 


Both sexes 


-Female 

All areas 


7.8 


5.8 

7.8 


6.3 

5.8 


8.8 

16.3 


6.9 


5.2 

7.6 


4.9 

4.4 


7.7 

16 .O 

8.7 


6.4 

8.0 


7.6 

7 .O 

9.8 

16.6 


Urban 


7.9 


6.1 

8.5 


6.3 

6 .O 

8.6 

15.7 


6.9 


5.4 

8.4 


5 .O 
4.4 


7.7 

14.5 


8.9 


6.8 

8.5 


7.3 

7.4 


9.4 

16.6 


Rural 

nonfarm 


7.5 


5.3 

7.5 


6.3 

5.3 


9.3 

17.5 


6.8 


4.7 

7.2 


4.2 

4.4 


8.5 

18.4 


8.2 


6 .O 
7.8 


8.1 

6.2 


10.1 

16.7 


Rural 

farm 


7.6 


5.3 

6 .O 

6.5 

5.9 


9 .o 
17.4 


6.7 


5.2 

5.8 


5.6 

4.6 


6.1 

18.5 


8.6 


5.4 

6.3 


7.5 

7 .O 

12.3 

16.2 
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Table 5. Number of work-loss days' f o r  a l l  persons and f o r  "usually working"2persons by 
residence, sex, and age: United S ta t e s ,  July 1957-June 1958 

[Data are based on household i n te rv iews  du r ing  J u l y  1957-June 1958. Data r e f e r  t o  the  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  pop-
u l a t i o n  of c o n t i n e n t a l  Un i ted  States. De ta i l ed  f i gu res  may n o t  add t o  t o t a l s  due t o  rounding. The survey design, 
general q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and in fo rma t ion  on the r e l i a b i l i t y  of the est imates are g iven i n  Appendix I. D e f i n i t i o n s  
o f  terms are g iven i n  Appendix I I ]  

Residence 


Sex and age 
 RuralA l l  areas Urban nonf annI
I 

I
I I 

ALL PERSONS Number of days i n  mill ions 

Both sexes 

599.1 

81.2 
220.3 
239.7. 

57.8 

395.6 
42.2 

139.3 
168.4 
45.8 

203.4 

39 .O 
81.1 
71.3 
12.0 

432.7 

43.9 
181.2 
178.4 
29.1 

300.5 

23 .O 
124.7 
127.O 
25.9 

132.2 

21.0 
56.6 
51.4 

3.2 

'Computed f o r  persons, 17 years o f  age and over. 

*Persons who repor ted "working" as t h e i r  major a c t i v i t y  d u r i n g  the 
are c l a s s i f i e d  as u s u a l l y  working. 

380.3 138.9 79.9 

50.8 16.6 13.8 
139.5 56.7 24.2 
157.2 55.5 27.1 
32.9 10.1 14.9 

232.8 98.5 64.4 
24.2 8.2 9.7 
82.0 

104.3 
39.7 
41.4 

17.6 
22.7 

, 
22.3 9.2 14.4 

147.5 40.4 15.5 

26.5 8.4 4.1 
57.5 17 .O 6.5 
52.9 14.O 4.4 
10.6 0.9 .0.5 

271.3 102.2 59.2 

28.8 9.1 6 .O 
114.4 46.9 19.9 
113.6 41.3 23.6 

14.6 4.9 9.7 

175.2 75.1 50.3 

13.4 4.9 4.7 
73.8 34.9 16.1 
76.1 30.9 20 .o 
11.9 4.5 9.5 

96.2 27.1 8.9 

15.4 4.3 1.3 
40.6 12.1 3.8 
37.5 10.4 3.6 

2.7 0.4 0.2 

12-month per iod preceding the week o f  i n t e r v i e w  

19 



Table 6. N u m b e r  of work-loss days'per person per year f o r  "usually working"2 persons by resi-
dence, sex, and'age: United S ta t e s ,  J u l y  1957-June 1958 

[Data are based on household i n te rv iews  d u r i n g  Ju l y  1957-June 1958. Data r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  pop-
u l a t i o n  of con t i nen ta l  United States. The survey design, general q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and in fo rma t ion  on the r e l i a b i l -
i t y  of t he  est imates are g iven i n  Appendix I .  D e f i n i t i o n s  of terms are g i ven  i n  Appendix I I] 

Sex and age 

A l l  areas 

Residence 

Urban  R u r a l  
nonfarm 

7.3 7.0 7.3 

6.3 
6.3 

8.4 
10.8 

6.3 
6.2 

7.9 
8.6 

5.8 
6.3 

9.3 
9.7 

7.2 6.7 7.2 

5.8 
6.0 

8.4 
12.3 

5.7 
5.8 

7.8 
9.7 

4.9 
6.0 

9.5 
10.7 

7.5 7.4 7.7 

6.9 
7.3 

8.3 
5.4 

6.9 
7.2 

8.0 
5.6 

7.2 
7.3 

8.6 
4.5 

'Computed f o r  persons, 17 years o f  age and over. 

R u r a l  
farm 

9.1 

6.9 
7.3 

9.7 
19.4 

9.3 

7.4 
7.2 

9.6 
20.7 

7.9 

5.6 
7.6 

10.3 
4.5 

'Persons who repor ted "working" as t h e i r  major a c t i v i t y  dur ing the 12-month per iod preceding t h e  week o f  i n te rv iew  
are c l a s s i f i e d  as usua l l y  working. 
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T a b l e  7. Number of school-loss days' by residence, sex, and age: United States ,  July 1957-

June 1958 


[Data a r e  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  d u r i n g  J u l y  1957-June 1958. Data r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i  I i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  psp-
u l a t i o n  o f  c o n t i n e n t a l  Un i ted  Sta tes .  D e t a i l e d  f i g u r e s  may n o t  add t o  t o t a l s  due t o  round ing .  The su rvey  design, 
genera l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  e s t i m a t e s  a r e  g i ven  i n  Appendix I. D e f i n i t i o n s  
of terms a re  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I I ]  

Sex and age 

A l l  areas  

I1 
Residence 

II R u r a l  
nonfarmUrban 

II R u r a l  
f a r m  

Both sexes 

Number of days i n  mill ions 

291.5 

253.3 
38.2 

174.4 

155.1 
19.2 

77.7 

68.1 
9.6 

39.4 

30.1 
9.3 

140.9 

123.0 
18.0 

81.7 

72.7 
9 .o 

40.0 

36.1 
3.9 

19.2 

14.1 
5.1 

Female 

'Computed f o r  c h i  Idren, 6-16 yea rs  o f  age. 

150.6 

130.4 
20.2 

92.6 

82.4 
10.2 

37.8 

32.0 
5.7 

20.2 

16.0 
4.2 

! 
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Table 8. Number of school-loss days' per child per year by residence, sex, and age: United 

States, July 1957-June 1958 


[Data are based on household i n t e r v i e w s  d u r i n g  J u l y  1957-June 1958. D a t a  r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  pop-
u l a t i o n  o f  c o n t i n e n t a l  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  The survey  d e s i g n ,  g e n e r a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  
of t h e  e s t i m a t e s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I. D e f i n i t i o n s  o f  t e r m s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I I ]  

Residence 


Sex and age 
All areas 

! 
Urban 

8.4 

8.6 

7 .-l4 

9.o 

9.5 

6.5 

8 .O 

8.2 

6.9 

8.4 

8.8 

6.2 

Female 
P 

8.9 

9.o 

7.9. 

9.7 

10.2 

6.9 

'Computed f o r  c h i  I d r e n ,  6-16 y e a r s  o f  age.  

Rural 
nonfarm 

Rural 
farm 

7.8 

7.8 

7.4 

7.3 

6.7 

10.2 

7.8 

8.1 

5.9 

6.8 

6.1 

10.1 

7.8 

7.6 

8.9 

8.O 

7.5 

10.3 
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Table 9. Number of restricted-activity days by family income, sex, and age: United States, July 

1957-June 1958 


[Data a r e  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  d u r i n g  J u l y  1957-June 1958. D a t a  r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
u l a t i o n  of c o n t i n e n t a l  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  D e t a i l e d  f i g u r e s  

pop-
may n o t  add t o  t o t a l s  due t o  rounding .  The survey  des ign ,  

g e n e r a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  e s t i m a t e s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I . D e f i n i t i o n s
of  te rms a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix 111 

Family income 


Sex and age 


Number of days in millions 


3,369.6 824.0 739.3 1,026.4 574.8 205.2 

255.8 31.2 52.2 119.4 44.0 9 .o 
545.5 62.4 108.4 222.7 129.3 22.7 

284.3 38.0 70.8 110.4 51.1 14.0 
722.8 105.1 139.1 285.5 159.8 33.3 

874.6 242.O 223.6 203.9 133.0 72.0 
686.7 345.2 145.3 84.5 57.6 54.2 

1,452.5 368.3 331.4 427.8 244.0 81 .O 

126.2 15.4 29.8 57.9 18.1 4.9 

271.4 29.7 52.4 109 .o 69.2 11.0 

105.8 14.2 24.6 35.8 24.4 6.8 

270.8 44.5 56 .O 102.5 53.9 13.8 

377.8 102.2 100.9 88.8 58.9 27.1 

300.4 162.2 67.6 33.7 19.6 17.3 


1,917.1 455.7 407.9 598.6 330.7 124.3 


129.6 15.9 22.4 61.4 25.8 4.1 

274.O 32.6 55.9 113.7 60.1 11.7 

178.5 23.8 46.2 74.6 26.8 7.1 

452.0 60.6 83.1 183 .O 105.9 19.5 

496.7 139.8 122.7 115.1 74.2 45 .O 
386.3 183 .O 77.7 50.8 38.0 36.9 
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Table 10. Number of r e s t r i c t ed -ac t iv i ty  days per person per year by family income, sex, and 
age: United States ,  July 1957-June 1958 

[Data a r e  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  d u r i n g  J u l y  1957-June 1958. D a t a  r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i  I i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  pop-
u l a t i o n  of c o n t i n e n t a l  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  The survey  des ign ,  g e n e r a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  r e l i a b i l -
i t y  of t h e  e s t i m a t e s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I - D e f i n i t i o n s  o f  te rms a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix II] 

-Male 

Female 

Family income 
~~ ~ 

Total  Under 
$2,000 

$2,000-
3,999 

$4,000-
6,999 $7,0001-

20.0 32.4 20.5 16.5 16.6 20.4 

13.2 13.7 11.4 13.9 14.1 11.6 
16.4 15.3 15.8 16.3 18.0 14.6 

13.5 11.5 14.0 15.2 12.8 9.6 
15.8 24.5 15.8 14.5 14.8 15.7 

25.4 44.0 29.9 19.0 16.7 25.8 
47.3 57.3 44.4 35.0 39.7 40.1 

17.7 32.4 19.1 13.8 14.0 17.2 

- -12.8 13.7 12.6 13.1 u . 6  i3.P 
16.0 14.8 14.9 15.8 18.5 13.7 

10.8 9 .o 11.1 10.9 12.1 9.6 
12.4 24.2 13.5 10.6 10.4 13.7 

22.6 47.1 29.0 15.8 14.0 21.4 
45.2 60.9 40.9 30.6 29.4 30.9 

22.2 32.4 21.9 19.2 19.3 23.2 

13.6 13.7 10.2 14.7 16.5 10.1 
16.8 15.8 16.8 16,9 17.4 15.5 

15.8 13.8 16.2 18.8 13.4 9.5 
19.0 24.8 17.9 18.4 18.8 17.4 

28.0 42.0 30.7 22.5 19.7 29.4 
49.1 54.4 47.9 38.6 48.4 46.7 

24 



Table 11. Number of bed-disability days by family income, sex, and age: United States, July 

1957-June 1958 


Data  a r e  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  d u r i n g  July  1957-June 1958. Data  r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  pop-
[ u l a t i o n  o f  c o n t i n e n t a l  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  D e t a i l e d  f i g u r e s  may n o t  add t o  t o t a l s  due t o  rounding. The survey design,  

genera l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  of t h e  e s t i m a t e s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I .  D e f i n i t i o n s  
of terms a r e  g iven i n  Appendix. I I] 

Family income 

Sex and age 
Total Under 

$2,000 
$2,OOO-. $4,000- 
3,999 6,999 

$7,000+ Unknown 

Number of days in milli'ons 

1,309.9 310.2 280.4 430 .O 208.3 ao .9 

111.8 15.2 24.1 51.9 16.3 4.2 
260.4 31.8 55.1 107.5 55.4 10.6 

133.5 19.1 34.0 51.9 22.7 5.8 
263.9 39.8 50 .O 108.6 55.3 10.3 

303.1 86.9 69.1 78.8 38.6 29.6 
237.2 117.4 48.1 31.4 19.9 20.4 

561.3 136.9 126.1 178.2 81.2 33.0 

51 .O 6.5 12.8 22.4 6.9 2.4 
129.7 15.4 27.3 53.4 29 .O 4.7 

48.2 7.a 11.4 17.a 9.3 1.9 
97.3 13.5 18.7 40.5 19.5 5 .O 

128.5 37.3 29.2 34.o 15.9 12.1 
106.5 56.4 26.7 10.2 6.5 6.8 

748.6 173.3 154.4 251.8 121.1 47.9 

60.7 8.7 11.4 29.5 9.4 1.8 
130.6 16.4 27.a 54.1 26.4 5.9 

85.4 11.4 22.6 34.1 13.4 3.9 
166.7 26.2 31.3 68.0 35..8 5.3 

174.6 49.6 39.9 44.9 22.7 17.5 
130.7 61.1 21.4 21.2 13.4 13.6 
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Table 12. Number of bed-d isabi l i ty  days per person per year by family income, sex, and age: 
United S ta t e s ,  Ju ly  1957-June 1958 

[Data are based on household interviews during Ju ly  1957-June 1958. Data refer to the civi Iian noninstitutional pop- 
ulation of continental United States. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliabil- 
ity o f  the estimates are given in Appendix I .  Definitions of terms are given in Appendix I I ]  

Sex and age ~ ~~ 

Under 
$2,000 

Family income 
~ ~-

$4,000-
6,999 

$2,000-
3,999 $7,000+ UnknaJn 

Both sexes 

7.8 12.2 7.8 6.9 6.0 8.0 

5.8 
7.8 

6.7 
7.8 

5.3 
8.0 

6.0 
7.9 

5.2 
7.7 

5.4 
6.8 

6.3 
5.8 

5.8 
9.3 

6.7 
5.7 

7.2 
5.5 

5.7 
5.1 

4.0 
4.9 

8.8 
16.3 

15.8 
19.5 

9.2 
14.7 

7.3 
13.0 

4.8 
13.7 

10.6 
15.1 

, 

Male-
6.9 12.0 7.2 5.7 5.0 7.0 1 

5.2 
7.6 

5.8 
7.7 

5.4 
7.8 

5.1 
7.7 

4.4 
7.8 

6.5 
5.9 

4.9 
4.4 

4.9 
7.3 

5.1 
4.5 

5.4 
4.2 

4.6 
3.8 

2.7 
5.0 

7.7 
16.0 

17.2 
21.2 

8.4 
16.2 

6.1 
9.2 

3.8 
9.7 

9.6 
12.1 

Female 

8.7 12.3 8.3 8.1 7.1 9.0 

6.4 
8.0 

7.5 
7.9 

5.2 
8.3 

7.1 
8 . 1  

6.0 
7.7 

4.4 
7.8 

7.6 
7.0 

6.6 
10.7 

7.9 
6.7 

8.6 
6.9 

6.7 
6.4 

5.2 
4.8 

9.8 
16.6 

14.9 
18.2 

10.0 
13.2 

8.8 
16.1 

6.0 
17.1 

11.4 
17.2 
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Table 13. Number of work-loss days for all persons and for "usually working"2 persons by family 

income, sex, and age: United States, July 1957-June 1958 


[Data a re  based on househo ld  i n t e r v i e w s  d u r i n g  J u l y  1957-June 1958. Data  r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  pop-
u l a t i o n  o f  c o n t i n e n t a l  U n i t e d  S ta tes .  D e t a i l e d  f i g u r e s  may n o t  add t o  t o t a l s  due t o  round ing .  The survey  design, 
genera l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  e s t i m a t e s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I. D e f i n i t i o n sof  terms a re  g i ven  i n  Appendix I I ]  

Family income 


Sex and age 


Number of days in millions 


599.1 115.4 151.7 190.3 

81.2 8.1 21.5 29.6 16.4 5.6 
220.3 31.8 46.8 81.2 50.5 10.o 
239.7 53.2 70.3 64.5 31.9 19.8 
57.8 22.4 13 .O 15.1 4.0 3.3 

395.6 80.3 101.4 125.4 64.8 23.8 

42.2 4.9 11.6 14.3 8.4 3 .O 
139.3 18.2 30.4 54.6 29.7 6.3 
168.4 38.2 48.0 46.9 23.2 12.1 
45.8 18.9 11.4 9.7 3.5 2.3 

203.4 35.2 50.4 64.9 38.O 15 .O 
~ ~~ ~ 

39 .O 3.2 10.o 15.3 8.O 2.6 
81.1 13.6 16.4 26.5 20.8 3.7 
71.3 14.9 22.3 17.6 8.7 7.7 
12.0 3.5 1.7 5.4 0.5 1.o 

432.7 68 .O 106.5 145.8 87.7 24.8 

43.9 3.2 10.1 17.9 9.6 3.1 
181.2 21.8 37.5 69.3 44.6 8.0 
178.4 32.2 50.2 53.8 30 .O 12.2 
29.1 10.8 8.7 4.7 3.5 1.4 

300.5 45.6 74.8 105.9 58.1 16.1 

23.0 5.9 8.3 4.9 1.3 
124.7 26.0 52.5 28.0 6.1 
127 .O 22.4 34.8 40.6 21.8 7.5 
25.9 4.4 3.4 1.2 

132.2 39.9 29.6 8.6 

21.0 9.6 4.6 1.8 
56.6 16.8 16.6 1.9 
51.4 15.4 13.2 8.2 4.7 
3.2 0.6 0.3 0.1 0.2 

'Computed f o r  persons, 17 y e a r s  o f  age and over.  

2Fe;.sons Mho r e p o r t e d  "work ing"  as t h e i r  ma jo r  a c t i v i t y  d u r i n g  t h e  12-month p e r i o d  preced ing  t h e  week o f  i n t e r v i e w  
a re  c t a s s i f i + d  as u s u a l l y  work ing .  
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Table 14. Number of work-loss days 1per person per year for "usually working"2 persons by family
income, sex, and age: United States, July 1957-June 1958 

[ D a t a  a r e  based on househo ld  i n t e r v i e w s  d u r i n g  J u l y  1957-June 1958. Data  r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  pop- 
u l a t i o n  o f  c o n t i n e n t a l  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  The s u r v e y  des ign ,  g e n e r a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  
o f  t h e  e s t i m a t e s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I. D e f i n i t i o n s  o f  t e r m s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix 111 

Family income 

~~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ 

Sex and age 

Under $2,000- $4,000-
Total $7,000+ Unknown

$2,000 3,999 6,999 


USUALLY WORKING PERSONS 

7.3 10.3 8.6 6.6 5.9 6.9 


6.3 3.5 5.6 7.5 6.6 7 .O 
6.3 9.2 6.8 5.7 6.1 6.2 


8.4 12.7 11.4 7.5 5.4 7.7 

10.8 13.6 11.9 9 .o 8.9 5.3 

7.2 11.2 8.9 6.4 5.6 6.5 


5.8 4.5 5.5 6.3 6.4 5.2 

6.O 8.3 6.8 5.5 5.5 6.7 


8.4 14.8 11.7 7.6 5.3 6.7 

12.3 15.7 14.9 10.1 9.6 5.6 


7.5 8.8 7.9 7.2 6.6 8 .O 

6.9 2.0 5.6 9 .o 6.9 9.5 
7.3 10.5 7 :O 6.5 7.4 5.0 

8.3 9.7 10.8 7.4 5.4 10.2 

5.4 8.7 3.2 3.5 2.7 3.6 


'Computed f o r  persons, 17 y e a r s  o f  age and o v e r .  

*Persons who r e p c r t e d  " w o r k i n g "  as t h e i r  m a j o r  a c t i v i t y  d u r i n g  t h e  l z - m o n t h  p e r i o d  p r e c e d i n g  t h e  week o f  i n t e r v i e w  
a r e  c l a s s i f i e d  as u s u a l l y  w o r k i n g .  

28 


h 



Table 15. Number of school-loss days' by family income, sex, and age: United S ta t e s ,  July 
1957-June 1958 

[Data are based on household i n te rv iews  du r ing  Ju ly  1957-June 1958. Data r e f e r  t o  the  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  pop-
u l a t i o n  o f  c o n t i n e n t a l  Uni ted States. De ta i l ed  f i g u r e s  may no t  add t o  t o t a l s  due t o  rounding. The survey design, 
general q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and in fo rma t ion  on the  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  est imates are g iven i n  Appendix I. D e f i n i t i o n s  
o f  terms are g i ven  i n  Appendix 111 

Family income 
Sex and age 

Under $2,000- $4,000- $7,oo(n unknown 
$2,000 3,999 6,999I I 1 I I 

Number of days i n  mil l ions 

291.5 37.3 65.1 115.5 60.0 13.71 
253.3 30.7 56.6 101.7 52.8 11.6 
38.2 6.7 8.5 13.8 7.2 2.1 

140.9 18.2 31.2 53.2 30.9 1 7.4 

123.0 14.4 27.2 47.5 27.7 6.2 
18.0 3.8 4.1 5.7 3.2 1.2 

150.6 19.1 33.8 62.3 29.1 I 6.3 
I 

130.4 16.2 29.4 54.2 
20.2 2.9 4.4 8.1 

'Computed f o r  c h i  Idren, 6-16 years o f  age. 

Table 16. Number of school-loss days' per ch i ld  per year by family income, sex, and age: 

United States, Ju ly  1957-June 1958 


[Data are based on household i n te rv iews  du r ing  J u l y  1957-June 1958. Data r e f e r  t o  the  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  pop-
u l a t i o n  of c o n t i n e n t a l  Un i ted  States. The survey design, general q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and in fo rma t ion  on t h e  r e l i a b i l -  
i t y  of t h e  es t ima tes  are g iven i n  Appendix I. D e f i n i t i o n s  o f  terms are g iven i n  Appendix 111 

t- Family income 
Sex and age $4,000-Total  $7,000+ Unknown

6,999
I 
I 

Both sexes II 18.4 8.5 9.1 8.4 7.8 8.1 

8.6 8.5 9.3 8.5 8.1 8.3 
7.4 8.7 8.0 7.4 6.1 7.1 

7.6 7.8 8.4 

7.8 8.2 8.5 
6.0 5.4 7.9 

8.7 9.2 7.9 7.7 
~~ 

8.8 9.3 8.1 8.1 
8.0 8.0 8.8 6.9 6.1 
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Table 17. Number of restricted-activity days by residence, sex, major activity, and age: 

United States, July 1957-June 1958 


[Data are based on household i n te rv iews  du r ing  Ju l y  1957-June 1958. Data r e f e r  t o  the c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  pop-
u l a t i o n  of c o n t i n e n t a l  Uni ted States. De ta i l ed  f i g u r e s  may n o t  add t o  t o t a l s  due t o  rounding. The survey design, 
general q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and info-rmation on t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  estimates are g iven i n  Appendix I D e f i n i t i o n s  
o f  terms a re  g iven i n  Appendix I I ]  

Sex, major activity, and age 


MALE 

Usually working 


FEMALE 

All areas 
 I 

551.3 


34.9 

226.6 


234.9 

55.0 


470.3 


37.7 

44.2 


143.0 

245.4 


264.4 


41.1 

116.2 


95.6 

11.4 


1,010.2 


70.6 

321.4 


364.0 

254.3 


201.5 


29.4 

14.4 


37.. 1 

120.6 


Residence 


Rural
Urban 


Number of days in millions 


321.1 140.0 


20.9 7.1 

135.7 62.7 


139.0 59.8 

25.5 10.4 


273.9 130.1 


25.5 5.3 

23.0 16.3 


87.9 38.3 

137.6 70.3 


188.1 57.0 


29.8 9.5 

81.6 25.8 


68.5 19.5 

8.3 2.1 


602.9 262.1 


43.9 18.9 

193.4 90.4 


210.1 90.6 

155.4 62.2 


123.4 49.2 


16.4 6.9 

10.4 2.7 


24.3 8.3 

72.4 31.4 


90.2 


6.8 

28.2 


36.0 

19.2 


66.2 


6.9 

5.0 


16.8 

37.5 


19.3 


1.8 

8.8 


7.6 

1.0 


145.2 


7.8 

37.6 


63.3 

36.6 


28.8 


6.1 

1.4 


4.5 

16.8 
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Table 18. Number of restricted-activity days per person per year by residence, sex, major 

activity, and age: United States, July 1957-June 1958 


[Data a r e  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  d u r i n g  J u l y  1957-June 1958. D a t a  r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i  I i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  pop-
u l a t i o n  of c o n t i n e n t a l  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  The s u r v e y  d e s i g n ,  g e n e r a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  
of t h e  e s t i m a t e s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I .  D e f i n i t i o n s  o f  te rms a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I I ]  

Residence 


Sex, major activity, and age 


MALE 

FEMAIE 

All areas 


13.2 


8.8 

10.9 


15.6 

26.1 


44.7 


11.7 

40.5 


85.1 

54.1 


15.0 


13.5 

14.9 


15.4 

19.o 

28.2 


20.8 

20.6 


32.9 

44.3 


43.0 


12.7 

37.2 


81.8 

79 .O 

Urban 


12.3 


9.o 
10.6 


14.3 

20.8 


41.O 

12.1 

32.2 


84.2 

48.8 


14.5 


13.4 

14.6 


14.7 

17.3 


27.8 


23.3 

21.4 


30.2 

40.9 


40.8 


11.1 

40.2 


76.1 

74.0 


Rural 

nonfarm 


13.4 


7.2 

10.8 


18.4 

24.4 


50.3 


7.9 

61.3 


84.3 

58.5 


16.1 


16.1 

15.5 


16.1 

26.2 


27.4 


17.6 

19.2 


36.2 

48.0 


48.2 


14.0 

33.2 


94.6 

86.9 


Rural 

farm 


16.7 


10.7 

12.6 


17.3 

41.9 


52.8 


15.6 

43.8 


92.4 

72.9 


17.1 


7.6 

17.5 


22.1 

24.2 


32.0 


18.2 

20.o 

39.9 

56.6 


45.6 


17.4 

28.8 


97.3 

90.4 
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Table 19. Number of bed-disability days by residence, sex, major activity, and age: United 

States, July 1957-June 1958 


[Data a re  based on household i n te rv iews  du r ing  J u l y  1957-June 1958. Data r e f e r  t o  the c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  pop-
u l a t ~ o n  o f  c o n t i n e n t a l  Un i ted  States.  De ta i l ed  f i g u r e s  may no t  add t o  t o t a l s  due t o  rounding. The survey design, 

general q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and in fo rma t ion  on the  r e l i z b i l i t y  of t h e  es t ima tes  are g iven i n  Appendix I. D e f i n i t i o n s  
o f  terms a re  g iven i n  Appendix I I] 

Sex, major activity, and age 


Residence 

All areas Urban Rural 
nonfarm 

Rural 
farm 

Number of days in millions 

187.9 115.6 47.5 24.8 

15.4 9 .o 3.7 2.8 
83.8 53.1 21.7 9 .o 

75.5 46.O 20.5 9.1 
13.2 7.5 1.6 4.O 

1 

177.4 107.3 46.7 23.4 

17.6 12.3 2.6 2.7 
13.5 6.7 4.9 1.9 

53.0 37.3 11 .o 4.8 
93.4 51.1 28.3 14.O 

111.6 80.1 22.7 8.9 

21.9 16.4 4.2 1.3 
48.3 33.6 10.5 4.2 

38.5 27.5 7.7 3.3 
3.1 2.6 0.3 0.1 

328.2 209.9 77.8 40.6 

28.1 17.6 7.6 3.O 
110.5 70.3 27.5 12.7 

116.9 71.2 26.4 19.2 
72.7 50.8 16.2 5.7 

97.3 61.8 22.8 12.7 

15.2 8.6 4.2 2.4 
7.9 6.O 1.7 0.2 

19.3 13.2 4.3 1.7 
54.9 34.0 12.6 8.3 
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Table 20. Number of bed-disabi l i ty  days per person per year by residence, sex, major a c t i v i t y ,  
and age: United States ,  July 1957-June 1958 

[Data a r e  based on household  i n t e r v i e w s  d u r i n g  J u l y  1957-June 1958. D a t a  r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i  I i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  pop- 
u l a t i o n  o f  c o n t i n e n t a l  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  The survey  des ign ,  g e n e r a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  r e l i a b i l -
i t y  o f  t h e  e s t i m a t e s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I .  D e f i n i t i o n s  of te rms a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I I ]  

Residence 
Sex, major a c t i v i t y ,  and age 

A l l  areas Urban R u r a l  
nonfarm 

R u r a l  
f m  

MALE 

Usually working 

4.5 lr.4 4.5 4.6 

3.9 
4.0 

5.0 
6.3 

3.8 
4.2 

4.7 
6.1 

3.8 
3.7 

6.3 
3.9 

4.3 
4.0 

4.4 
8.8 

16.8 16.O 18.1 18.6 

FEMALE 

Usually working 

5.5 
12.4 

31.5 
20.6 

6.3 

5.8 
9.4 

35.7 
18.1 

6.2 

3.9 
18.3 

24.2 
23.6 

6.4 

'\ 
6.1 

16.9 

26.2 
27.2 

7.9 

7.2 
6.2 

6.2 
5.1 

7.4 
6.0 

5.9 
5.5 

7.1 
6.3 

6.3 
4.0 

5.4 
8.2 

9.5 
3.0 

9.2 9.7 8.1 8.9 

8.3 
7.1 

10.6 
12.6 

9.3 
7.8 

10.2 
13.4 

7.1 
5.9 

10.6 
12.5 

6.9 
6.8 

12.1 
8.8 

20.8 20.4 22.3 20.1 

6.6 
20.4 

42.5 
36 .O 

5.8 
23.2 

41.4 
34.7 

8.6 
21.3 

48.9 
34.8 

6.9 
4.5 

37.8 
44.8 
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Table 21. Number of work-loss days' by residence, sex, major a c t i v i t y ,  and age: United States ,  
July 1957-June 1958 

[Data are based on household i n te rv iews  d u r i n g  Ju l y  1957-June 1958. Data r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  pop-
u l a t i o n  of con t i nen ta l  Uni ted States. De ta i l ed  f i g u r e s  may not  add t o  t o t a l s  due t o  rounding. The survey design, 
general q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and in fo rma t ion  on t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  of t he  est imates a re  g i ven  i n  Appendix I. D e f i n i t i o n s  
of terms are g iven i n  Appendix I t ]  

Sex, major a c t i v i t y ,  and age 

MALE 


Usually working 


Usually working 

Residence

I R u r a lA l l  areas Urban 

Number of days i n  m i l l i o n s  

300.5 

23.0 
124.7 

127.0 
25.9 

95.1 

19.2 
14.6 

41.4 
19.9 

132.2 

21.0 
56.6 

51.4 
3.2 

51.7 

6.7 
21.2 

17 .1  
6.8 

19.5 

11.4 
3.3 

2.8 
2.0 

175.2 

13.4 
73.8 

76.1 
11.9 

57.6 

10.9 
8.2 

28.1 
10.4 

96.2 

15.4 
40.6 

37.5 
2.7 

37.5 

4.0 
14.3 

13.3 
6.0 

13.9 

7.2 
2.6 

2.2 
2.0 

75.1 

4.9 
34.9 

30.9 
4.5 

23.4 

3.4 
4.8 

10.6 
4.6 

27.1 

4.3 
12.1 

10.4 
0.4 

9.4 

1.4 
4.2 

3.2 
0.6 

3 . 8  

2.7 
0.7 

0.4-

50.3 

4.7 
16.1 

20 .o 
9.5 

14.1 

5.0 
1.6 

2.1 
4.9 

8.9 

1.3 
3.8 

3.6 
0.2 

4.8 

1.3 
2.7 

0.6 
0.3 

1.8 

1.5-
0.2 
0.1 

1Cornputed f o r  person>, 1 1years o f  age and over. 
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Table 22. Number of work-loss days' per  person per  year by residence,  sex,  major a c t i v i t y ,  and 
age: United S t a t e s ,  Ju ly  1957-June 1958 

[Data a r e  based o n  h o u s e h o l d  i n t e r v i e w s  d u r i n g  J u l y  1957-June 1958. D a t a  r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a r :  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  pop-
u l a t i o n  o f  c o n t i n e n t a l  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  The s u r v e y  d e s i g n ,  g e n e r a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and i n f o r m a t i o n  on  t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  
o f  t h e  e s t i m a t e s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Append ix  I .  D e f i n i t i o n s  o f  t e r m s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Append ix  I I ]  

Residence 

Sex, major a c t i v i t y ,  and age 


Rural RuralA l l  areas Urban nonfarm farm 

7.2 6.7 I 7.2 9.3 

5.8 4.9 7.4 
6.O 6.O 7.2 

8.4 9.5 9.6 
12.3 10.7 20.7 

9 .o 9 .o 11.3 

6.O 5.1 11.2 
13.4 18.1 13.9 

24.6 23.3 14.8 
4.4 3.9 9.5 

7.5 7.7 7.9 

6.9 7.2 5.6 
7.3 7.3 7.6 

8.3 8.6 10.3 
5.4 4.5 4.5 

1.4 1 .o 1.1 

2.0 2.1 1.3 3.1 

Other-

1.4 

1.5 
1.2 

4.2 
4.9 
8.5 

1.6 

1.9 
1.6 

0.9 

1.3 
0.4-+10.o 9.1 

1.4 

0.4 
0.4 

2.8 
4.3-

6.1 4.8 4.6 
1.3 0.3 
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Table 23. Number of restricted-activity days by quarter, sex, and age: United States, July 1957- 

June 1958 


[Data are based on household i n te rv iews  du r ing  Ju l y .  1957-June 1958. Data r e f e r  t o  the  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  pop-
u l a t i o n  o f  c o n t i n e n t a l  United States. De ta i l ed  f i g u r e s  may no t  add t o  t o t a l s  due t o  rounding. The survey design, 
general q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and in format ion on t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  of the estimates are g iven i n  Appendix I. D e f i n i t i o n s
o f  terms a re  given i n  Appendix 111 

Sex and agel 


I 

Annual 

total 


I 

3,369.6 


255.8 

545.5 


284.3 

722.8 


874.6 

686.7 


1,452.5 


126.2 

271.4 


105.8 

270.8 


377.8 

300.4 


1,917.1 


129.6 

274.0 


178.5 

452.0 


496.7 

386.3 


I1 I I 
July- Qc tober- January-


September December March 

1957 1957 1958 


I 1 I 

Number of days in millions 


662.8 1,095.3 880.1 

30.6 87.1 77.8 
69.8 242.2 131.0 

60.5 107.7 63.1 
161.7 225.3 194.6 

180.3 255.7 241.4 
160 .O 177.3 172.3 

286.8 482.5 382.8 


15.8 42.4 40.3 

37.3 117.9 64.2 


22.4 41.5 20.9 

62.3 81.5 77.6 


77 .o 119.7 106.3 
72.0 79.5 73.5 


376.0 612.8 497.3 


14.9 44.7 37.5 

32.4 124.4 66.8 


38.1 66.2 42.2 

99.4 143.8 117 .O 

103.3 136.1 135.1 

88 .O 97.8 98.8 

April-

June 

1958 


731.4 


60.3 

102.5 


53.1 

141.2 


197.2 

177.1 


300.3 


27.8 

52.1 


21.0 

49.3 


74.9 

75.3 


431.1 


32.5 

50.5 


32.1 

92.0 


122.3 

101.8 
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Table 24. Number of restricted-activity days per person per year by quarter, sex, and age:

United States, July 1957-June 1958 


[Data are based on household interviews during July 1957-June 1958. Data refer to the civilian noninstitutional pop- 
ulation o f  continental United States. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliabil- 
ity o f  the estimates are given in Appendix I .  Definitions o f  terms are given in Appendix 1 1 ]  

Sex and age 


I 

i Both sexes 


Annual 

aver age 


20.0 


13.2 

16.4 


13.5 

15.8 


25.4 

47.3 


17.7 


12.8 

16.O 


10.8 

12.4 


22.6 

45.2 


22.2 


13.6 

16.8 


15.8 

19.0 


28.0 

49.1 


July-

September

1957 


~ 

15.9 


6.4 

8.5 


11.7 

14.2 


21.1 

44.4 


14.1 


6.5 

8.9 


9.4 

11.4 


18.5 

43.6 


17.5 


6.3 

8.0 

13.7 

16.7 


23.5 

45.2 


October-

December 

1957 


~~ 

26.1 


18.0 

29.2 


20.5 

19.7 


29.7 

48.9 


23.6 


17.2 

27.9 


17.1 

14.9 


28.6 

47.9 


28.4 


18.8 

30.6 


23.6 

24.2 


30.8 

49.8 


January-
March 

April-
June 

1958 1958 
~ ~ 

20.9 17.3 

16.0 12.4 
15.7 12.2 

11.9 9.9 
17.0 12.4 

28.0 22.7 
47.4 48.5 

18.6 14.6 

16.3 11.2 
15.1 12.1 

8.4 8.4 
14.2 9.0 

25.4 17.8 
44.2 45.2 

23.0 19.8 

15.8 13.6 
16.3 12.3 

14.9 11.2 
19.7 15.5 

30.4 27.4 
50.1 51.3 
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Table 25. Number of bed-disability days by quarter, sex, and age: United States, July 1957- 

June 1958 


[Data a re  based on househo ld  i n t e r v i e w s  d u r i n g  J u t y  1957-June 1958. Data  r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  pop-
u l a t i o n  o f  c o n t i n e n t a l  U n i t e d  Sta tes .  D e t a i l e d  f i g u r e s  may n o t  add t o  t o t a l s  due t o  round ing .  The su rvey  des ign ,  
genera l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and in fo rma t ion  on t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  e s t i m a t e s  a r e  g i ven  i n  Appendix I .  D e f i n i t i o n s  
o f  terms a re  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I I] 

Sex and age Annual 
total 

Both sexes 

1,309.9 

111.8 
260.4 

133.5 
263.9 

303.1 
237.2 

561.3 

51.0 
129.7 

48.2 
97.3 

128.5 
106.5 

Female 

748.6 

60.7 
130.6 

85.4 
166.7 

174.6 
130.7 

July- October- January-

September December March 

1957 1957 1958 


Number of days in millions 


227.9 


13.7 

29.0 


22.4 

52.7 


54.5 

55.5 


97.8 


6.5 

16.1 


7.7 

18.9 


23.2 

25.4 


130.1 


7.2 

13.0 


14.7 

33.8 


31.3 

30.1 


479.0 


40.1 

129.9 


60.5 

90.5 


98.3 

59.6 


209.3 


18.5 

63.3 


22.4 

32.9 


43.1 

29.0 


269.7 


21.6 

66.5 


38.1 

57.6 


55.2 

30.6 


357.3 


31.8 

62.9 


30.2 

77.7 


90.5 

64.2 


157.6 


16.2 

31.9 


9.5 

30.3 


39.5 

30.2 


199.7 


15.6 

31.0 


20.7 

47.4 


51.0 

34.0 


April-

June 

1958 


245.7 


26.2 

38.5 


20.4 

43.0 


59.7 

57.8 


96.6 


9 : 8  
18.5 


8.6 

15.2 


22.7 

21.8 


149.1 


16.4 

20.1 


11.8 

27.8 


37.0 

36.0 
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Table 26. Number of bed-disability days per person per year by quarter, sex, and age: United 

States, July 1957-June 1958 


[Data  a r e  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  d u r i n g  July  1957-June 1958. Data  r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  pop-
u l a t i o n  of c o n t i n e n t a l  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  The survey design,  genera l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  
of t h e  e s t i m a t e s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I .  D e f i n i t i o n s  o f  terms a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix 111 

Sex and age 


Both sexes 


Female 


Annual 

average 


7.8 


5.8 

7.8 


6.3 

5.8 


8.8 

16.3 


6.9 


5.2 

7.6 


4.9 

4.4 


7.7 

16 .O 

8.7 


6.4 

8.0 


7.6 

7 .O 

9.8 

16.6 


July-

September 

1957 


5.5 


2.9 

3.5 


4.3 

4.6 


6.4 

15.4 


4.8 


2.7 

3.8 


3.2 

3.5 


5.6 

15.4 


6.1 


3.1 

3.2 


5.3 

5.7 


7.1 

15.5 


October-

December 


1957 


11.4 


8.3 

15.7 


11.5 

7 i9 


11.4 

16.5 


10.2 


7.5 

15 .O 

9.2 

6 .O 

10.3 

17.5 


12.5 


9.1 

16.4 


13.6 

9.7 


12.5 

15.6 


January-
March 

1958 


8.5 


6.5 

7.5 


5.7 

6.8 


10.5 

17.7 


7.7 


6.5 

7.5 


3.8 

5.5 


9.4 

18.2 


9.2 


6.5 

7.6 


7.3 

8.0 


11.5 

17.2 


April-

June 

1958 


5.8 


5.4 

4.6 


3.8 

3.8 


6.9 

15.8 


4.7 


4.O 
4.3 


3.4 

2.8 


5.4 

13.1 


6.9 


6.9 

4.9 


4.1 

4.7 


8.3 

18.1 
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Table 27. Number of work-loss days1 for all persons and for "usually working"2 persons by quar- 

ter, sex, and age: United States, July 1957-June 1958 


[Data a r e  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  d u r i n g  J u l y  1957-June 1958. Data r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  pop-
u l a t i o n  o f  c o n t i n e n t a l  U n i t e d  S ta tes .  D e t a i l e d  f i g u r e s  may n o t  add t o  t o t a l s  due t o  round ing .  The survey  design, 
genera l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and In fo rma t ion  on t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  es t ima tes  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I. D e f i n i t i o n s  
o f  t e r n s  a re  g i v e n  i n  Appendix 1 4  

~~ 

July- October- ' January- April-Sex and age 
 Total September December March June 

1957 1957 1958 1958 


I I I 

Number of days in millions 


599.1 126.8 203.7 165.1 103.5 


81.2 17.7 34.7 16.9 12.0 

220.3 46.8 72.4 63.2 38 .O 
239.7 48.8 79 .O 71.2 40.8 
57.8 13.5 17.7 13.9 12.7 


395.6 81.2 132.0 111.0 71.4 

42.2 8.9 18.9 7.4 7 .O 
139.3 27.4 45.7 40 .O 26.1 
168.4 34.8 54.8 51.6 27.2 

45.8 10.1 12.6 11.9 11.1 


203.4 45.6 71.7 54.1 32.0 

39 .o 8.7 15.8 9.5 5 .O 
81.1 19.4 26.7 23.1 11.9 

71.3 14.0 24.2 19.6 13.6 

12.0 3.4 5.1 1.9 1.6 


432.7 77 .O 152.8 127.5 75.4 
43.9 8.2 19.5 10.3 5.9 

181.2 33.0 62.2 56.3 29.7 

178.4 31.8 61.3 53.7 31.6 

29.1 3.9 9.a 7.3 8.2 

300.5 53 .O 107.5 87.9 52.1 
23.0 4.2 10.9 4.7 3.2 

124.7 23.8 43.4 37.4 20.1 

127.O 21.4 44.6 39.7 21.4 
25.9 3.7 8.6 


132.2 24.0 45.3 


21 .o 4.1 8.7 
56.6 9.3 18.8 

51.4 10.5 16.7 

3.2 0.2 1.1 


lComputed f o r  persons, 17 y e a r s  o f  age and over .  

2Persons who repo r ted  "work ing"  as t h e i r  m a j o r  a c t i v i t y  d u r i n g  t h e  12-month p e r i o d  preced ing  the  week o f  i n t e r v i e w  
a r e  c l a s s i f i e d  as u s u a l l y  work ing .  
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Table 28. Number of work-loss days per person per  year f o r  "usually workingSn2persons by quarter ,  
sex, and age: United States, July 1957-June 1958 

[Data a re  based on househo ld  i n t e r v i e w s  d u r i n g  J u l y  1957-June 1958. Data r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  pop-
u l a t i o n  o f  c o n t i n e n t a l  U n i t e d  Sta tes .  The survey  des ign ,  genera l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  re1 i a b i l i t y  
o f  t h e  e s t i m a t e s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I. D e f i n i t i o n s  o f  t e rms  a re  g i v e n  i n  Appendix II] 

Sex and age Total  

7.3 

6.3 
6.3 

8.4 
10.8 

7.2 

5.8 
6 .O 

8.4 
12.3 

7.5 

6.9 
7.3 

8.3 
5.4 

'Computed f o r  persons, 17 yea rs  o f  age and over .  

July-
September 

1957 

5.2 

4.7 
4.6 

6.0 
5.3 

5 .O 

4.3 
4.6 

5.7 
6.6 

5.4 

5.4 
4.9 

6.6 
1.1 

October-
December 

1957 

10.2 

11.3 
8.6 

11.5 
14.3 

10.2 

11.2 
8.3 

11.8 
16.4 

10.2 

11.4 
9.4 

10.9 
7.2 

January-
March 

1958 

8.6 

5.9 
7.9 

10.1 
10.6 

8.4 

4.8 
7.2 

10.5 
11.4 

9.1 

7.3 
9.8 

9.2 
8 .o 

April-
June 
1958 

5.1 

3.3 
4.2 

5.9 
13.6 

5 .O 

3.1 
3.9 

5.7 
15.5 

5.3 

3.5 
5.0 

6.4 
5.8 

'Persons who r e p o r t e d  "work ing"  as t h e i r  m a j o r  a c t i v i t y  d u r i n g  t h e  12-month p e r i o d  preced ing  t h e  week o f  i n t e r v i e w  
are  c l a s s i f i e d  as u s u a l l y  work ing .  
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Table 29. Number of school-loss days1 by quarter, sex, and age: United States, July 1957-June 

1958 


[Data are based on household i n te rv iews  dur ing Ju l y  1957-June 1958. Data r e f e r  t o  the  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  pop-
u l a t i o n  o f  con t i nen ta l  United States. De ta i l ed  f i g u r e s  may no t  add t o  t o t a l s  due t o  rounding. The survey design, 
general q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and in format ion on the  r e l i a b i l i t y  of t he  estimates are g i ven  i n  Appendix I. D e f i n i t i o n s  
o f  terms a re  g i ven  i n  Appendix I l l  

Sex and age Total 
July-

September
1957 

October-
December 
1957 

January-
March 
1958 

April-
June 
1958 

291.5 I 
Number of days in millions 

~ 

9.5 151.0 54.6 

253.3 
38.2 

7.8 
1.7 

131.7 47.3 
7.3 

140.9 I 
i 

3.8 13.5 

63.5 
10.o 

38.O 

33.9 
4.2 

25.6 

22.5 
3.1 

150.6 

130.4 
20.2 

4.7 
0.9 

77.5 

68.2 
9.3 

I1 38.4 

32.7 
5.7 

28.9 

24.7 
4.2 

' C o m p u t e d  
.--

fnr c h i  Idren, &!E: yea rs  of  age. 
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Sex and age 


Both sexes 


All ages-6-16----------------


6-14-------------------------------

15-16------------------------------


July- October- January- April-

September December March June
Total 


1957 1957 1958 1958 


-8.4 

8.6 

7.4 


1.1 17.5 8.8 6.0 


1.1 17.9 9 .o 6.1 
1.4 15.1 7.6 5.5 


0.9 16.7 8.6 5.7 


0.8 16.9 9 .o 5.9 
1.2 15.4 6.3 4.6 


1.4 18.3 9.o 6.3 

1.3 18.9 9.o 6.3 
1.5 14.8 8.9 6.4 
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Table 31. Number of days of d i s a b i l i t y  by condition group: United States ,  Ju ly  1957-June 1958 
[Data a re  based on household i n te rv iews  du r ing  Ju l y  1957-June 1958. Data r e f e r  t o  the  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  pop- 

u l a t i o n  of c o n t i n e n t a l  Un i ted  States. The survey design, genera l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  2nd in fo rma t ion  on t h e  r e l i a b i l -  
i t y  of t h e  es t ima tes  a re  g i ven  i n  Appendix I. D e f i n i t i o n s  o f  terms a r e  g i ven  i n  Appendix I t ]  

-~~~~ 

Restricted- Bed-dis- Work- loss  School-lossCondition group I Ia c t i v i t y  days a b i l i t y  days days days' 

Total  person-days3---------- 

'Computed f o r  persons, 17 yea rs  o f  age and over. 

'Computed f o r  c h i  Idren, 6-16 years o f  age. 

Number of days i n  mill ions 

3,369.6 1,309.9 599.1 291.5 

190.3 89.7 19.6 43.1 
33.3 16.0 4.6 0.8 

12.8 6.4 2.7 0.6 
484.2 166.6 69.2 2.1 

1,172.0 
144.2 

593.1 
50.0 

218.7 
19.8 

195.9 
11.0 

79.2 33.1 13.6 8.3 
217.8 80.2 54.4 0.6 

18.0 7.1 3.4 0.5 
154.2 62.5 25.9 1.5 

255.0 67.2 31.0 

246.9 72.2 67.5 12.9 
39.0 16.0 8 .3  0.6 

121.7 21.3 30.9 0.7 

228.5 75.7 32.2 2.0 

203.5 71.3 30.9 11.9 
648.9 208.3 112.2 12.4 

3The sum o f  t h e  condi t ion-days i s  g r e a t e r  than the  t o t a l  person-days because a s i n g l e  d i s a b i l i t y - d a y  may be associ -  
a ted w i t h  more than  one c o n d i t i o n .  

4Chronic by d e f i n i t i o n .  

' I n j u r i e s  producing c u r r e n t  i l l n e s s  o r  o t h e r  e f f e c t s  a r e  c l a s s i f i e d  as acute o r  ch ron ic  accord ing t o  whether t h e  in-
j u r y  occurred w i t h i n  3 months o r  p r i o r  t o  5 months be fo re  t h e  week o f  i n te rv iew .  
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Table 32. Percent d i s t r ibu t ion  of d i s a b i l i t y  days by condition group: United S ta t e s ,  

July 1957-June 1958 


[Data are based on household i n te rv iews  du r ing  J u l y  1957-June 1958. Data r e f e r  t o  the c i v i  I i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  pop-
u l a t i o n  of con t i nen ta l  Un i ted  States. The survey design, general q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and in fo rma t ion  on the r e l i a b i l -
i t y  of t he  estimates are g iven i n  Appendix I. D e f i n i t i o n s  of terms are given. i n  Appendix I I ]  

Condition group 

Total  person-days3---------- 

Restricted-
a c t i v i t y  days 

100.0 

5.6 
1.0 

0.4 
14.4 

34.8 
4.3 

2.3 
6.5 

0.5 
4.6 

7.6 

7.3 
1.2 

3.6 

6.8 

6 .O 
19.3 

Bed-dis- Work-loss 
a b i l i t y  days days' 

100.0 100.0 

6.8 3.3 
1.2 0.8 

0.5 0.5 
12.7 11.6 

45.3 36.5 
3.8 3.3 

2.5 2.3 
6.1 9.1 

0.5 0.6 
4.8 4.3 

5.1 5.2 

5.5 11.3 
1.2 1.4 

1.6 5.2 

5.8 5.4 

5.4 5.2 
15.9 18.7 

School- l o s s  
days2 

100.0 

14.8 
0.3 

0.2 
0.7 

67.2 
3.8 

2.8 
0.2 

0.2 
0.5 

-
4.4 
0.2 

0.2 

0.7 

4.1 
4.3 

'Computed fo r  persons, 17 years o f  age and over. 

'Computed f o r  c h i  Idren, 6-16 years o f  age. 

'The sum O f  t h e  condi t ion-days i s  g r e a t e r  t han  the t o t a l  person-days because a s i n g l e  d i s a b i l i t y - d a y  may be associ -  
a ted w i t h  more t h a n  one c o n d i t i o n .  

4Chronic by d e f i n i t i o n .  

' I n j u r i e s  producing c u r r e n t  i l l n e s s .  o r  o t h e r  e f f e c t s  are c l a s s i f i e d  as acute o r  ch ron ic  according t o  whether t h e i n -  
j u r y  occurred w i t h i n  3 months o r  p r i o r  t o  3 months before t h e  week o f  i n te rv iew .  
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Table 33. Population used i n  obtaining rates shown i n  t h i s  publication by residence, sex, and 
age: United States ,  July 1957-June 1958 

[Data a re  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  d u r i n g  Ju l y  1957-June 1958. Data r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  pop- 
u l a t i o n  of con t i nen ta l  Uni ted States.  De ta i l ed  f i gu res  may no t  add t o  t o t a l s  due t o  rounding.  The survey design, 
genera l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and i n f o m a t i o n  on t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  of t h e  est imates a r e  g i ven  i n  Appendix 1 .  D e f i n i t i o n s  
of  terms are g iven i n  Appendix I l l  

Residence 

I I ISex and age Rural RuralA l l  areas UrbanI nonfarmI 
Population i n  thousands 

168,369 102,985 44.334 21.049 

19,352 11,145 5,932 2,275 
33,285 18,495 9,885 4,905 

21,093 12,967 5,122 3,004 
45,656 28,347 12,532 4,777 

34,470 22,729 7,499 4,242 
14,512 9,303 3,364 1,846 

81,906 49,098 21,905 10,903 

9,858 5: 624 3,081 I,1-53 
16,982 9,305 5,089 2,588 

9,801 5,897 2,324 1,581 
21,885 13,453 6,087 2,344 

16,739 10,774 3,700 2,265 
6,641 4,045 1,625 971 

86,463 53,888 22,429 10,146 

9,494 5,522 2,851 1,122 
16,303 9,190 4,796 2,317 

11,292 7,070 2,798 1,424 
23,772 14,893 6,445 2,433 

17,731 11,955 3,799 1,977 
7,871 5,257 1,740 874 

NOTE: For  o f f i c i a l  popu la t i on  es t ima tes  f o r  more general use, see Bureau o f  t h e  Census repo r t s  on the  c i v i l i a n  
popu la t i on  o f  t he  Uni ted States, i n  Current  Populat ion Reports: Se r ies  P-20, P-25, P-50, P-57, and P-60. 
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Table 34. Population of "usually working"' persons used i n  obtaining rates shown i n  t h i s  publi- 
ca t ion  by residence, sex, and age: United S ta t e s ,  Ju ly  1957-June 1958 

[Data a re  based on household i n te rv iews  du r ing  J u l y  1957-June 1958. Data r e f e r  t o  the  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  pop-
u l a t i o n  of  c o n t i n e n t a l  Uni ted States. De ta i l ed  f i g u r e s  may no t  add t o  t o t a l s  due t o  rounding. The survey design, 
genera l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and in fo rma t ion  on t h e  r e l i a 4 i l i t y  o f  t h e  es t ima tes  a re  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I .  D e f i n i t i o n s  
O f  terms a re  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I I ]  

Residence 

Sex and age 
Rural RuralA l l  areas Urban nonfarm farm 

Population i n  thou sands 

59,569 39,004 14,032 6,533 

7,012 4,558 1,586 869 
28,567 18,347 7,483 2,737 

21,282 14,397 4,458 2,428 
2,707 1,703 506 498 

41,923 26,031 10,487 5,405 

3,965 2,337 995 633 
20,793 12,740 5,821 2,231 

15,058 9,729 3,246 2,083 
2,106 1,225 424 457 

17,646 12,973 3,545 1,128 
~~ 

3,047 2,220 590 236 
7,775 5,607 1,661 50 6 

6,224 4,667 1,212 345 
600 478 82 41 

'Persons who repo r ted  "working" as t h e i r  major  a c t i v i t y  d u r i n g  t h e  12-month pe r iod  preceding t h e  week o f  i n t e r v i e w  
are c l a s s i f i e d  as u s u a l l y  working. 

NOTE: For  o f f i c i a l  popu la t i on  est imates f o r  more genera l  use, see Bureau o f  t h e  Census r e p o r t s  on t h e  c i v i l i a n  
popu la t i on  o f  t h e  Uni ted States, i n  Current  Populat ion Reports: Ser ies P-20, F-25, P-50, P-57, and P-60. 

47 



Table 35. Population of children used in obtaining rates shown in this publication by residence, 

sex, and age: United States, July 1957-June 1958 


[Data a re  based on household i n te rv iews  du r ing  Ju l y  1957-June 1958. Data r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  pop- 
u l a t i o n  o f  c o n t i n e n t a l  Uni ted States.  De ta i l ed  f i g u r e s  may no t  add t o  t o t a l s  due t o  rounding. The survey design, 
genera l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and in format ion on the r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  t he  est imates are g iven i n  Appendix I .  D e f i n i t i o n s  
o f  terms a r e  g i ven  i n  Appendix 111 

Residence 


Sex and age 


Population in thousands 


Both sexes 


34,673 19,301 9,997 5,376 

29,516 
5,157 

16,364 
2,937 

8,691 
1,306 

4,462 
9 14 

17.671 9,706 5,124 2,840 

15,056 8,258 4,462 2,337 

2,615 1,449 662 504 


17,002 9,594 4,872 2,535 


14,460 8,106 4,229 2,125 
2,543 1,489 644 410 

NOTE: Fo r  o f f i c i a l  popu la t i on  est imates f o r  more genera l  use, see Bureau of t he  Census r e p o r t s  on t h e  c i v i l i a n  
popu la t i on  o f  t h e  Uni ted States, i n  Current  Populat ion Repor ts :  Ser ies P-20, P-25, P-50, P-57, and P-60. 
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Table 36. Population used in obtaining rates shown in this publication by family i n c m ,  sex, 

and age: United States, July 1957-June 1958 


[Data a re  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  d u r i n g  J u l y  1957-June 1958. Data r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  pop-
u l a t i o n  o f  con t i nen ta l  Uni ted States.  D e t a i l e d  f i g u r e s  may not  add t o  t o t a l s  due t o  rounding. The survey design, 

o f  terms are g i ven  i n  Appendix 111 

Family income 


Sex and age 


Population in thousands 


168,369 25,459 36,051 62,248 34,549 10,062 

19,352 
33,285 

2,274 
4,068 

4,576 
6,848 

8,599
13,629 

3,128 
7,184 

775 
1,556 

21,093 
45,656 

3,312 
4,282 

5,064 
8,811 

7,247 
19,634 

4,010 
10,804 

1,460 
2,126 

34,470 
14,512 

5,499 
6,024 

7,481 
3,272 

10,722 
2,417 

7,972 
1,451 

2,797 
1,349 

-Male 
81,906 11,383 17,395 31,040 17,370 4,718 


9,858 1,119 2,376 4,422 1,567 373 
16,982 2,004 3,516 6,920 3,740 80 1 


9,801 1,583 2,214 3,284 2,011 709 

21,885 1,843 4,158 9,703 5,172 1,009 


16,739 2,171 3,478 5,610 4,213 1,266 
6,641 2,662 1,652 1,101 667 560 

86,463 14,076 18,655 31,208 17,179 5,345 


9,494 1,154 2,200 4,177 1,561 402 
16,303 2,064 3,332 6,710 3,444 7 54 

11,292 1,729 2,850 3,962 2,000 751 
23,772 2,440 4,652 9,931 5,632 1,117 

17,731 3,328 4,002 5,112 3,758 1,531 
7,871 3,362 1,620 1,316 7 84 7 89 

NOTE: For o f f i c i a l  popu la t i on  es t ima tes  f o r  more genera l  use, see Bureau of t h e  Census r e p o r t s  on - the  c i v i l i a n  
popu la t i on  of t he  Uni ted States, i n  Cur ren t  Popu la t i on  Reports: Se r ies  P-20, P-25, P-50, P-57, and P-60. 
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Table 37. Population of "usually working"' persons used in obtaining rates shown in this publi- 

cation by family income, sex, and age: United States, July 1957-June 1958 


[Data are based on household i n t e r v i e w s  du r ing  Ju l y  1957-June 1958. Data r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  pop-
u l a t i o n  of c o n t i n e n t a l  Un i ted  States.  De ta i l ed  f i g u r e s  may not  add t o  t o t a l s  due t o  rounding. The survey design, 
general q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and in fo rma t ion  on t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  of t h e  es t ima tes  are g i ven  i n  Appendix I .  D e f i n i t i o n s  

o f  terms a r e  g i ven  i n  Appendix 111 


Family income 


I I I I I
Sex and age 


Population in thousands 


59,569 6,621 12,438 I 22.148 I 14,773 3,589 

7,012 931 1,807 2,384 1,442 448 

28,567 2,377 5,484 12,062 7,348 1,295
1 1 

21,282 2,524 1,578 

2,707 788 267 


41,923 4,073 2,503 I 

3,965 559 1,057 1,324 260 , 
20,793 1,448 3,841 9,488 5,104 9 12 


15,058 1,510 2,981 5,377 4,075 1,115 

2,106 556 216 


17,646 2,548 1,086 


3,047 372 7 50 1,060 676 189 

7,775 9 30 1,643 2,575 2,244 383 


6,224 1,014 1,436 1,799 1,512 463 

600 232 186 88 43 51 


'Persons who repo r ted  "work ing"  a s t h e i r  major  a c t i v i t y  d u r i n g  t h e  12-month pe r iod  preceding the  week of i n t e r v i e w  

are  c l a s s i f i e d  as u s u a l l y  work ing.  


NOTE: For  o f f i c i a l  popu la t i on  est imates f o r  more general use, see Bureau of t h e  Census repo r t  on the  c i v i l i a n  

popGIation of t h e  Un i ted  States, i n  Current  Populat ion Reports: Se r ies  P-20, P-25, P-50, P-57, and P-60. 
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Table 38. Population of children used in obtaining rates shown in this publication by family in- 

come, sex, and age: United States, July 1957-June 1958 


[Data are based on household i n t e r v i e w s  d u r i n g  J u l y  1957-June 1958. Data r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  pop-
u l a t i o n  of c o n t i n e n t a l  Un i ted  States.  De ta i l ed  f i gu res  may no t  add t o  t o t a l s  due t o  rounding. The survey design, 
general q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and in fo rma t ion  on the  r e l i a b i l i t y  of t h e  es t ima tes  a re  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I. D e f i n i t i o n s  
O f  terms are g i ven  i n  Appendix I I ]  

Sex cind age 


Population in thousands 


Both sexes 


-34,673 4,391 7,130 13,806 7,654 1,693 

29,516 3,628 6,075 11,933 6,482 1,399 

5,157 763 1,055 1,874 1,172 294 


17,671 2,195 3,597 7,036 3,963 879 


15,056 1,787 3,092 6,082 3,373 7 22 

2,615 408 50 6 9 54 590 ' 157 


+Female-
17,002 2,196 3,532 6,770 3,691 8 14 


14,460 1,841 2,983 5,850 3,109 677 

2,543 355 549 920 582 137 


NOTE: For o f f i c i a l  p o p u l a t i o n  est imates f o r  more genera l  use,. see Bureau o f  t h e  Census r e p o r t s  on t h e  c i v i l i a n  

popu la t i on  o f  t h e  Un i ted  States, i n  Current  Populat ion Repor ts :  Se r ies  p-20, P-25, P-50, P-57, and P-60. 
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Table 39. Population used in obtaining rates shown in this publication by residence, sex, major 

activity, and age: United States, July 1957-June 1958 


[Data a re  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  d u r i n g  Ju l y  1957-June 1958. Data r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  pop- 
u l a t i o n  O f  c o n t i n e n t a l  Uni ted States.  D e t a i l e d  f i g u r e s  may no t  add t o  t o t a l s  due t o  rounding. The survey design, 
genera l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and in fo rma t ion  on t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  of t h e  est imates a r e  g i ven  i n  Appendix I: D e f i n i t i o n s  
o f  terms a r e  g iven i n  Appendix I I ]  

Residence 

Sex, major activity, and age 
 I I I 

Rural
All areas Urban
I 
Population in thousands 


41,923 26,031 10,487 5,405 

3,965 
20,793 

2,337 
12,740 

995 
5,821 

633 
2,231 

2,106 
15,058 9,729

1,225 
3,246 
424 

2,983
45 7 

10,529 6,689 2,586 1,254 

3,221 
1,092 

2,111
713 

666 
266 

444 
113 

1,681 
4,535 

1,044 
2,820 

454 
1,201 

182 
5 14 

17,646 12,973 3,545 1,128 

3,047 
7,775 

2,220 
5,607 

590 
1,661 

236 
506 

6,224 
600 

4,667 
478 

1,212 
82 

345 
41 

35,794 21,686 9,571 4,537 

3,386 
15,609 

1,889 
9,028 

1,071 
4,703 

426 
1,878 

11,054 
5,745 

6,969 
3,801 

2,500 
1,297 

1,586 
647 

4,682 3,028 1,022 632 
I 

2,316 
388 

1,472 
258 

453 319 
1,526 979 36 1 18 6 

NOTE: Fo r  o f f i c i a l  popu la t i on  est imates f o r  more genera l  use, See Bureau o f  t h e  Census r e p o r t s  on t h e  c i v i l i a n  
p o p u l a t i o n  of t h e  Uni ted States, i n  Current  Popu la t i on  Reports: Ser ies P-20, P-25, P-50, P-57, and F-60. 
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Table 40. Population used in obtaining rates shown in this publication by quarter, sex, and age: 

United,States, July 1957-June 1958 


[Data are based on household i n te rv iews  du r ing  Ju l y  1951-June 1958. Data r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  pop- 
u l a t i o n  o f  c o n t i n e n t a l  Uni ted States.  De ta i l ed  f i g u r e s  may no t  add t o  t o t a l s  due t o  rounding. The survey design, 
genera l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and in fo rma t ion  on t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  of t h e  est imates are g i ven  i n  Appendix I .  D e f i n i t i o n s
o f  terms a re  g i v e n  i n  Appendix II] 

Sex and age 
Annual 
average 

July-
September
1957 

October-
December 
1957 

January-
March 
1958 

April-
June 
1958 

I I I I 

Population in thousands 

168,369 167,111 168,048 168.807 169,448 

19,352 19,189 19,346 19,425 19,441 
33,285 32,933 33,166 33,398 33,630 

21,093 20,696 20,976 21,239 21,453 
45,656 45,649 45,662 45,662 45,636 
34,470 34,246 34,402 34,539 34,682 
14,512 14,398 14,496 14,545 14,606 

81,906 81,243 81,749 82,149 82,451 

9,858 9,774 9,855 9,895 9,903 

16,982 16,800 16,920 17,040 17,160 

9,801 9,559 9,736 9,897 10,009 
21,885 21,855 21,884 21,901 21,891 

16,739 16,647 16,713 16,766 16,823 
6,641 6,606 6,641 6,650 6,665 

86,463 85,868 86,299 86,658 86,996 

9,494 9,414 9,491 9,530 9,538 
16,303 16,133 16,246 16,358 16,471 

11,292 11,137 11,240 11,342 11,444 
23,772 23,794 23,778 23,761 23,745 

17,731 17,599 17,689 17,773 17,859 
7,871 7,792 7,855 7,894 7,940 


NOTE: For  o f f i c i a l  popu la t i on  est imates f o r  more genera l  use, See Bureau o f  t he  Census r e p o r t s  on t h e  c i v i l i a n  
popu la t i on  of t h e  Un i ted  States, i n  Current  Popu la t i on  Repor ts :  Se r ies  P-20, P-25, P-50, P-57, and P-60. 
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Table 41. Population of "usually working"' persons used in obtaining rates shown in this publi- 

cation by quarter, sex, and age: United States, July 1957-June 1958 


[Data a r e  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  d u r i n g  J u l y  1957-June 1958. Data  r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  pop-
u l a t  i o n  of c o n t i n e n t a l  Un i ted  Sta tes .  D e t a i l e d  f i g u r e s  may n o t  add t o  t o t a l s  due t o  round ing .  The su rvey  design, 
qenera l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and i n f o r m a t i o n  
c f  te rms a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix 111 

on t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  es t ima tes  a re  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I. D e f i n i t i o n s  

I I I I I 

Sex and age Annual 
average 

July-
September 
1957 

October-
December 

1957 

January-
March 
1958 

April-
June 
1958 

I Population in thousands 

59,569 59,462 59,163 

7,012 6,954 6,927 7,014 7,152 

28,567 28,482 28,962 28,529 28,285 

21,282 21,335 21,279 21,183 21,326 

2,707 2,960 '2,730 2,736
t 


41,923 42,045 42,072 42,011 


3,965 3,910 3,877 3,955 4,117 

20,793 20,853 20,932 20,809 20,568 


15,058 15,018 15,156 15,110 14,944
t
2,106 2,263 2,107 2,136 1,919 


17,646 17,687 17,825 17,451 17,615 


3,047 3,044 3,049 3,059 3,035 

7,775 7,629 8,030 7,720 7,717 


6,224 6,317 6,123 6,073 . 6,382 
600 697 623 600 48 1 

lPersons who r e p o r t e d  "work ing"  as t h e i r  ma jo r  a c t i v i t y  d u r i n g  t h e  12-month p e r i o d  p reced ing  t h e  week o f  i n t e r v i e w  
a re  c l a s s i f i e d  as u s u a l l y  work ing .  

NOTE: F o r  o f f i c i a l  p o p u l a t i o n  e s t i m a t e s  f o r  more genera l  use, see Bureau of t h e  Census r e p o r t s . o n  t h e  c i v i l i a n  
p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  Sta tes ,  i n  C u r r e n t  PoDuIa t ion  ReDor ts :  S e r i e s  P-20, P-25, P-50, P-57, and P-60. 
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T a b l e  42. Population of children used i n  obtaining rates shown i n  t h i s  publication by quarter, 
sex, and age: United States ,  July 1957-June 1958 

[Data a re  based on household i n te rv iews  d u r i n g  Ju l y  1957-June 1958. Data r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  pop-
u l a t i o n  o f  c o n t i n e n t a l  Uni ted States.  De ta i l ed  f i g u r e s  may no t  add t o  t o t a l s  due t o  rounding. The survey design, 
genera l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and in fo rma t ion  on t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  est imates a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I .  O e f i n i t i o n s  
o f  terms a re  g i ven  i n  Appendix i l l  

July- October- January- A p r i l -AnnualSex and age September December March June average 1957 1957 1958 1958 

Population i n  thousands 

Both sexes 

34,673 34,162 34,501 34,840 36.178 

29 ,516 29,202 29,410 29,617 30,825 

5,157 4,960 5,091 5,222 5,354 

17,671 17,407 17,582 17,757 17,932 
~~ ~~ ~ ~~ 

15,056 14,894 15,001 15,109 15,216 

2,615 2,513 2,581 2,648 2,716 

Female 

17,002 16,755 16,919 17,083 18,247 

14,460 14,308 14,409 

2,543 2,447 2,510 

NOTE: For o f f i c i a l  populav lon est imates f o r  more genera l  use, see Bureau o f  t h e  Census 
Popu la t i on  of t h e  Un i ted  States, i n  Current  Populat ion Repor ts :  Se r ies  P-20, P-25, P-50, P-57, 

~ ~ ~ 

14,509 . 15,609 

2,574 2,638 

r e p o r t s  on t h e  c i v i l i a n  
and P-60. 
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APPEN'DIX I 


TECHNICAL NOTES ON METHODS 


Background of Thi's Report 

This report on Disability Days is one of a series 
of statistical reports which cover separate health-re- 
lated topics prepared by the U. S .  National Health Sur-
vey. The r e p o q i s  based on information collected in the 
nationwide continuing sample household-interview sur-
vey which is a main aspect of the program. 

The household-interview survey uses a question- 
naire which, in addition to personal and demographic 
characteristics, requests information on illnesses, in- 
juries, chronic conditions, medical care, dental care, 
and hospitalization. A s  interview data relating to each 
of these various broad subject areas a re  tabulated and 
analyzed. separate reports a r e  issued covering one or 
more specific topics. The present report on disability 
days is based on the consolidated sample for 52 weeks 
of interviewing ending June 28, 1958. 

The population covered by the sample for the house- 
hold-interview survey is the civilian population of the 
continental United States living a t  the time of the house- 
hold interview. Although the sample collection covers 
persons living a s  inmates of resident-type institutions, 
data for these persons a r e  not included in the figures 
given in these reports pending special study of the ap- 
plicability of an interview-type questionnaire to these 
persons. The sample does not include members of the 
Armed Forces, United States nationals living in for-
eign countries, and crews of vessels. It should also be 
noted that the estimates shown do not-represent a com- 
plete inventory of disability days for any specified cal- 
endar period since no adjustment has been made for 
persons who experienced disability days during the ref -
erenceperiod of the specific question and who were not 
living at the time of the household interview-a time 
lapse of two weeks. 

Statistical Design of the 
Hou'sehold-Interview Survey 

General plan.-The sampling plan of the survey 
follows a multistage probability design which permits 
a continuous sampling of the civilian population of the 
United States. The first  stage of this design consists 
of an area sample of 372 from among approximately 
1.900 geographically defined Primary Sampling Units 
(PSU's) into which the continental United States has been 
divided. A PSU is a county, a group of contiguous coun- 
ties, or a Standard Metropolitan Area. 

With no loss in general understanding, the re-
maining stages can be telescoped and treated in this 
discussion a s  an ultimate stage. Within PSU's. then. 
ultimate stage units called segments a r e  defined, also 
geographically. in such a manner that each segment con- 
tains an expected six households in the sample. Each 
week arandom sample of about 120 segments is drawn. 
In the approximately 700 households in those segments 

persons are interviewed concerning illnesses, injuries, 
chronic conditions, disability, and other factors related 
to health. 

The household members interviewed each week a r e  
a representative sample of the population so that sam- 
ples for successive weeks can be combined into larger 
samples for, say a calendar quarter, or a year. Thus 
the design permits both continuous measurement of 
characteristics of high incidence o r  prevalence in the 
population, and through the larger consoiidated samples 
more detailed analysis of less common characteristics 
and smaller categories. The continuous collection has 
administrative and operational advantages, a s  well a s  
technical assets, since it permits field work to be han-
dled with. an experienced, stable staff. 

Sample size and geographic detail. -The national 
sample plan over a 12-month period includes approxi- 
mately 115.000 persons from 36.000 households in 6.000 
segments, with representation from every State. The 
over-all sample was designed in such a fashion, that 
from the annual sample, tabulations can be provided for 
various geographic sections of the United States and for 
urban and rural sectors of the Nation. 

Collection of data.-The field operations for the 
household survey a re  performed by the Bureau of the 
Census under specifications established by the Public 
Health Service. In accordance with these specifications 
the Bureau of the Census designs and selects the sam- 
ple, conducts the field interviewing acting a s  collecting 
agent for the Public Health Service, and edits and codes 
the questionnaires. Tabulations a re  prepared by the 
Public Health Service using the Bureau of the Census 
electronic computers. 

Estimating methods.-Each statistic produced by 
the survey-for example, the number of work-loss days 
occurring in a specified period-is the result of two 
stages of ratioestimation. In the first of these, the ratio 
factor is 1950 decennial population count to estimated 
population for 1950 for the U. S .  National Health Survey 
first-stage sample of PSU's. These factors a re  applied 
for 132 color-residence classes. 

Later, ratios of sample-produced estimates of the 
population to official Bureau of the Census figures for 
current population in 76 age-sex-color classes a re  com- 
puted, and ,serve a s  second-stage factors for ratio esti- 
mating. 

. The effect of the ratio estimating process is to 
make the sample more closely representative of the 
population by age, sex, color, and residence, thus re-
ducing sampling variance. 

A s  noted, each week's sample represents the pop- 
ulation living during that week and characteristics of 
that population. Consolidation of samples over a time 
period. say a calendar quarter, produces estimates of 
average characteristics of the United States population 
for that calendar quarter. 

For population statistics, such a s  number of per- 
sons whose major activity is "usually working." fig- 
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ures presented for  a designated calendar quarter  a r e  
averages of estimates for  a l l  weeks of interviewing in 
that quarter. Similarly, population data for  a year  a r e  
averages of the four quarterly figures. 

For statistics measuring the number of occurrences 
during a specified time period, such as number of bed-
disability days, a s imilar  computational procedure is 
used, but the statistics have a different interpretation. 
For the disability day items, the questionnaire a s k s  for  
the respondent's experience over the two calendar weeks 
pr ior  to week of interview. In such instances, the esti- 
mated quarterly total for  the statistic is simply 6.5 
t imes the average two-week estimate produced by the 
13 successive samples taken during the period. The 
annual total is the sum of the four quarters. Thus, the 
experience of persons interviewed during a year-ex-
perience which actually occurred for  each person in a 
two-calendar-week interval pr ior  to  week of inter- 
view-is treated in analysis as though it measured the 
total of such experience occurring in the year. F o r  
most statistics, such interpretation leads to  no signif-
icant bias. 

In thisreport, ra tes  for  a quarter are converted to 
an annual basis, in accordance with usual convention, 
in order  to facilitate comparison of ra tes  for  time pe- 
riods of different lengths. 

The interviewing and estimation procedure, as 
noted ear l ier ,  a r e  designed to reproduce the experience 
in the reference period of the questionnaire for  the 
population living a t  the time of interview. 

Gen.eral Qualificati,onr 

Nonresponse. -Data were adjusted for  nonresponse 
by a procedure which imputed to persons in a household 
nor interviewed the characteristics of interviewed per-  
sons in the same segment. The total noninterview rate 
was 6percent; 1percent was refusal, and the remainder 
was accounted for by all other reasons, such a s  failure to  
find any household respondent after repeated trials. 

The interview process.-The statistics presented 
in this report a r e  h s e d  on replies secured in inter- 
view of persons in the sampled households. Each per-  
son, 18 years  and over, available a t  the time of inter-
view, was interviewed individually. Proxy respondents 
within the household were employed for children and 
for  adults not available a t  the time of the interview 
provided the respondent was closely related to the per-  
son about whom information was being obtained. 

There a r e  limitations to the accuracy of diag- 
nostic and other information collected in household in- 
terviews. For diagnostic information the household re-
spondent, can, a t  best, pass  on to the interviewer only 
the information the physician has given to the family. 
F o r  conditions not medically attended, diagnostic in- 
formation i s  often no more than a description of symp- 
toms. However, other types of facts such as the number 
of disability days caused by the condition can be ob- 
tained more  accurately from household members  than 
from any other source since only the persons concerned 
a r e  in a position to report a l l  of this type of information. 

Rounding of numbers.-The original tabulations on 
which data in this report a r e  based show all estimates 
to the nearest whole unit. All consolidations were made 
from the original tabulations using the estimates to the 
nearest unit. In the final published tables the figures 
a r e  shown in thousands or millions, although they a r e  
not necessarily accurate to that detail. Derived statis- 
tics such a s  ra tes  and percent distributions are com-

puted after the estimates on which they a r e  based have 
been rounded to the neargst thousand. 

Population figures.-Some of the published tables 
include population figures for  specified categories. Ex-
cept for  certain over-all totals by age and sex. (which 
a r e  independently estimated), these figures a r e  based 
on the sample of households in the U. S. National Health 
Survey. They are given primarily for the purpose of 
providing denominators for  ra te  computation, and for  
this purpose a r e  more  appropriate for use with the ac- 
companying measures of health characteristics than 
other population data that may be available. In some 
instances they will permit users to recombine published 
data into classes mFre su i tab le to  their specific needs. 
With the exceptionof the ov&--all totals by age and sex, 
mentioned above, the population figures may in some 
cases differ from corresponding figures (which a r e  
derived from different sample surveys) published in  
reports of the Bureau of the Census. For  population data 
for general use, see the official estimates presented in 
Bureau of the Census reports  in the P-20, P-25, P-50. 
P-57. and P-60 series. 

Reliability of Estimates 

Since the estimates are based on a sample, they 
will differ somewhat f rom the figures that would have 
been obtained if a complete census had been taken using 
the same schedules, instructions, and interviewing per- 
sonnel and procedures. A s  in any survey, the results 
a r e  a lso subject to measurement error. 

The standard error i s  primarily a measure of sam-
pling variability, that is, the variations that might oc- 
cur by chance because only a sample of the population 
is surveyed. A s  calculated for this report, the standard 
e r r o r  a lso reflects par t  of the variation which arises in 
the measurement process. It does not include estimates 
of any biases which might lie in the data. The chances 
a r e  about 68 out of 100 that an estimate from the sam- 
ple would differ from a complete census by less than 
the standard error. The chances are about 95 out of 
100 that difference would be less than twice the stand- 
a rd  e r r o r  and about 99 out of 100 that it would be less 
than 2% times a s  large. 

Theestimates of standard errors shown in the fol- 
lowing tables areapproximations f o r  the 372-area sam- 
ple. Table I shows the average estimates of standard 
e r r o r s  a s  obtained from four quarters  of sampling for 
selected statistics. The figures presented in tables I1 
through IV may be used for  other statistics. 

In order  to derive standard errors which would be 
applicable toa wide variety of health statistics and which 
could be prepared a t  a moderate cost ,  a number of ap-
proximations were required. A s  a result, tables I1 
through IV should be interpreted as providing an esti-
mate of approximate standard error rather than a s  the 
precise standard error for  any specific aggregate or 
percentage.

Three 'c lasses  of statistics f o r  the health survey 
are identified for purposes of estimating variances. 

Narrow range.-This class consists of (1)statis-
tic~s which estimate a population attribute-i.e., num-
ber of persons with a specified characteristic; for  ex- 
ample: the number of persons whose major activity i s  
"usually working"; and (2) s ta t is t ics  for  which the meas- 
ure for a single individual for  the period of reference 
in the questionnaire i s  usually e i ther  the value 0 o r  1, 
but on occasion may take on the value 2 ,  or very rarely 3. 

Medium range.-This class consists of other sta-' 
tistics for  which the measure f o r  a single individual 
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Guide to use of standard error tables I1 through IV 


Variable 


Estimates of the number of any of the four kinds of 

disability days, i.e., restricted-activity days, 

bed-disability days, work-loss days, and school- 

loss days------------------------------------------ 


Percentage distribution of any of the four kinds 

of disability days--------------------------------- 


Rates of disability days of the type: number of 

disability days per person per year--------------- 


Total number of persons in the population, or total 

number of persons in any age-sex category---------- 


Percentage distribution of persons according to 

age and/or sex------------------------------------- 


Total number of persons in a residence, income, or 

major activity category---------------------------- 


Percentage distribution of persons according to 

residence, income, or major activity--------------- 


for the period of reference in the questionnaire will 
rarely lieoutside the range 0 to 5. (There were no Me-
dium-range statistics-presented in this report.) 

Wide range.-This class consists of statistics fo; 
which the measure for a single individual for the period 
of reference in the questionnaire will range from 0 to 
a number frequently in excess of 5; for example: the 
number of restricted-activity days experienced during 
the year. 

Sampling e r r o r s  for Narrow- and Wide-range sta- 
tistics were read from curves which have been fitted 
to computed standard errors for a number of appro- 
priate items for four quarters of sampling. 

In addition to classifying variables acqocding to 
whether they a r e  Narrow, Medium.or Wide range, two 
other classes of statistics a re  defined in the survey: 

Type I consists of statistics on prevalence, for 
example, the number of persons having a 
family income under $2,000. 

Type I1 consists of statistics for which the period 
of 	 reference in the questionnaire is two 
weeks, for example, the number of each 
of thefour kinds of disability days experi- 
enced. 

Only those sampling e r ror  tables applicable to data 
contained in this report a r e  presented here. Those 
shown a r e  the sampling e r ror  tables for Narrow-range 
Type I statistics and for Wide-range Type 11-statistics. 

General rules for determining sampling errors.-
The "guide" shown above, together with the following 
rules will enable the reader to determine sampling 
e r rors  from tables I1 through IV for the statistics pre- 
sented in this report. 

Use sampling error table 

indicated below 


Table 11, Wide range 


Table IV 


Use rule 3(b) below 

Assume not subject to sampling error 


Assume not subject to sampling error 


Table 11, Narrow range 


Table I11 


1. 	 Estimates of aggregates: Standard e r rors  for 
estimates of aggregates a re  given in table 11. 
with the following exception. Where the aggregate 
canslsts of the number of persons in an age or  
sex category of the  population for which the num-
ber of such persons i s  a large part of the total 
population in the age or sex category, table I1 
overstates the sampling e r ror  by a significant 
amount. Such a statistic has the same relative 
standard error1 a s  does the estimated number 
expressed a s  a percent of the total population 
in the category. Table 111 may be utilized for 
computing standard e r rors  for this group of es-
timates. 

2. 	 Estimates of percentages: Standard erro-.d for 
estimates of percentages a re  given in tables 111 
and IV. 

3. 	 Estimates of ratios or rates: (a) Where the i-1 
merator of the rate is a subclass of the base or  
denominator, use table 111 or 1V to obtain the 
sampling error. (b) Where the numerator i s  not 
a subclass of the denominator, a rough approxi- 
mation of the sampling e r ror  may be obtained 
a s  follows. The relative standard e r ro r '  of the 
ratio is equal to the square root of the sum of 
the squares of the relative standard errors * of 
the numerator and the denominator. This will 
normally give an overestimate of the true sam- 
pling error. 

4. 	 Differences between two sample estimates: The 
standard e r ror  of a difference i s  approximately 
the square root of the sum of the squares of each 
standarderror considered separately. This for-

'The r e l a t i v e  s t a n d a r d  e r r o r  f o r  any s t a t i s t i c  i s  t h e  s t a n d a r d  e r r o r  d i v i d e d  by  t h e  s t a t i s t i c  i t s e l f .  
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mula will represent the actual standard error Table 11. Standard errors of estimates of 
quite accurately for the difference between sep- 	 aggregates 
arate and uncorrelated characteristics although 
it 	is only a rough approximation in most other (All numbers shown in thousands) 
cases. 

5. 	 Estimates based on 13 weeks of interviewing: 

Tables I1 through 1V refer to statistics which 
 Standard error 
a r e  based on 52weeks of interviewing. Standard size of 
e r ro r s  of quarterly estimates a r e  obtained a s  estimate
follows: 	 Narr ow-range Wide-range 

(a) Take the quarterly estimate converted 	 Type I Type I1 
to an annual basis. 

(b) 	 Determine the sampling e r ro r  for this 
estimate according to the rules present- 100 22 ... 
ed above. 500 50 ... 

(c) Multiply the standard e r ro r  obtained in 1,000 	 70 500 
(b) by 1.9. 2,000 100 700 

3,000 120 900 

5,000 160 1,200 
10,000 220 1,500

Table I. Standard error of estimates of select-
 20,000 300 2,200
ed statistics 
 30,000 330 2,700 

50,000 350 3,500 
100,000 400
The statistic 	 5,500

200,000 ... 8,000(a) 

500,000 ... 15,000

1 	 750,000 ... 21,000
(In millions) 1,250,000 ... 32,000

Number of days of 
restricted activity--- 3,370 78 

I l l u s t r a t i o n  of u s e  of t a b l e  11.-The number o f  bed-
Number of days of d i s a b i l i t y  d a y s  e x p e r i e n c e d  by p e r s o n s  6 5  y e a r s  of  age  

and o v e r  was 2 3 7 , 2 0 0 , 0 0 0  days .  S i n c e  t h i s  i s  an  c s t i -bed disability-------- 1,310 39 
 mate  of an a g g r e g a t e  and s i n c e  b e d - d i s a b i l i t y  d a y s  i s  a 
Wide-range Type 11 v a r i a b l e ,  t h e  "Wide-range" column of 
t a b l e  1 1 ' i s  a p p r o p r i a t e .  Reading  i n  t h e  p r o p e r  column 

NI?TE.--Fcr t h e  3:Z:is:ic named i n  column a, t h e  of t a b l e  11; a s t a t i s t i c  of  2 0 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  h a s  a s t a n d a r d  
c h a n c e s  a r e  68  o u t  of  100 t h a t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  be tween e r r o r  of  8 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  and a s t a t i s t i c  of 500 ,000 ,000  h a s  a 
t h e  sample  e s t i m a t e  shown i n  column b and t h e  f i g u r e  s t a n d a r d  e r r o r  of 15, 000 ,000 .  I n t e r p o l a t i n g  between 
t h a t  would have  been  o b t a i n e d  from a c o m p l e t e  c e n s u s  i s  t h e s e  v a l u e s ,  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  s t a n d a r d  e r r o r  of  t h e  e s -
l e s s  t h a n  t h e  number shown i n  column c. t i m a t e d  2 3 7 , 2 0 0 , 0 0 0  d a y s  i s  8 , 9 0 0 , 0 0 0 .  

Table 111. Standard error of estimated percentage for Narrow-range statistics (body of table ex- 

pressed in percentage points) 


Estimated 
 Base of percentage (base is shown in thousands) 
percent age 


77-I 	1Type I items 100 500 1,000 2,000 3,000 5,000 10,000 	 50,000 100,000 

1 
2 or 98------ 3.6 0.8 0.7 0.5 0.4 0.2 0.1 
5 or 95------ 5.6 1.3 1.0 0.8 0.6 0.3 0.2 
10 or 90----- 6.8 1.5 1.2 1.0 0.7 0.3 0.2 
25 or 75----- 9.8 2.2 1.8 1.4 1.o 0.4 0.3 
50------- -- - 12.9 	 2.9 2.4 1.8 1.3 0.7 0.6 0.4 

I l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  u s e  of  t a b l e  11I.-Of t h e  6 , 6 4 1 , 0 0 0  m a l e s ,  65 y e a r s  of age and o v e r ,  32 p e r c e n t  would b e  c l a s s i -  
f i e d  a s . h a v i n g  a m a j o r  a c t i v i t y  of  " u s u a l l y  working ."  S i n c e  t h i s  i s  a p e r c e n t a g e ,  and a Narrow-range  v a r i a b l e ,  t a b l e  
111 i s  a p p r o p r i a t e .  F o r  a b a s e  o f  5 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  a s t a t i s t i c  of 2 5  p e r c e n t  h a s  a s t a n d a r d  e r r o r  of 1 . 4  p e r c e n t a g e  p o i n t s ,  
and a s t a t i s t i c  o f  50  p e r c e n t  h a s  a s t a n d a r d  e r r o r  of 1 .8  p e r c e n t a g e  p o i n t s .  I n t e r p o l a t i n g ,  w i t h  a b a s e  of 5 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  
a s t a t i s t i c  o f  3 2  p e r c e n t  would have  a s t a n d a r d  e r r o r  of  1.51.  C o r r e s p o n d i n g  c a l c u l a t i o n s  w i t h  a b a s e  of 10 ,000 ,000  
p r o d u c e  a s t a n d a r d  e r r o r  of  1 .08  p e r c e n t a g e  p o i n t s .  A f i n a l  i n t e r p o l a t i o n  between t h e s e  two r e s u l t s  y i e l d s  an e s t i -
mate  of 1 . 3 7  p e r c e n t a g e  p o i n t s  which r o u n d s  tb 1 . 4  a s  t h e  a p p r o x i m a t e  s t a n d a r d  e r r o r  f o r  a S t a t i s t i c  of 32 p e r c e n t  
w i t h  a b a s e  o f  6 , 6 4 1 , 0 0 0 . 1  

' I n t e r p o l a t i o n  h a s  been  c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  two d i m e n s i o n s  i n  t h i s  example.  For most p u r p o s e s ,  a s i m p l e  s c a n n i n g  of  
t h e  t a b l e  w i l l  r e v e a l  an answer which i s  s u f f i c i e n t l y  p r e c i s e .  
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Table IV. Standard error of estimated percentage for Wide-range statistics (body of table expres- 

sed in percentage points) 


Estimated 
 Base of percentage (base is shown in thousands) 
percentage 
 I 
Type I1 items 2,500 12,500 25,000 50,000 75,000 125,000 250,000 500,000 750,000 1,250,000 
- I I I I ' I I 
2 or 98------ 4.2 0.3 0.2 0.2 
5 or 95------ 6.5 0.5 0.4 0.3 
10 or 90----- 9 .o 4.0 0.9 0.6 0.5 0.4 
25 or 75----- 13.0 5.8 4.1 2.4 1.8 1.3 0.9 0.8 0.6 
50----------- 15 .O 6.7 4.7 3.4 2.7 2.1 2.5 1.1 0.8 0.7 - I 

I l l u s t r a t i o n  of u s e  of t a b l e  1V.-Of t h e  291 ,500 ,000  d a y s  los t  from s c h o o l  d u r i n g  J u l y  1957-June  1958, 71 p e r c e n t  
were  l o s t  b e c a u s e  of r e s p i r a t o r y  c o n d i t i o n s .  S i n c e  t h i s  is a p e r c e n t a g e  and s i n c e  s c h o o l - l o s s  d a y s  i s  a Wide-range 
v a r i a b l e ,  t a b l e  I r i s  a p p r o p r i a t e .  F o r  a b a s e  of 250,000,000 a s t a t i s t i c  of 50 p e r c e n t  h a s  a s t a n d a r d  e r r o r  of 2 . 5  
p e r c e n t a g e  p o i n t s  and a s t a t i s t i c  of 7 5  p e r c e n t  h a s  a s t a n d a r d  e r r o r  of 1 . 3  p e r c e n t a g e  p o i n t s .  I n t e r p o l a t i n g .  w i t h  a 
b a s e  of 250,000,000 a s t a t i s t i c  of 71 p e r c e n t  would h a r e  a s t a n d a r d  e r r o r  of 1.49 p e r c e n t a g e  p o i n t s .  C o r r e s p o n d i n g  
c a l c u l a t i o n s  w i t h  a b a s e  of 100,000,000 p r o d u c e  a s t a n d a r d  e r r o r  of 0.93  p e r c e n t a g e  p o i n t s .  A f i n a l  i n t e r p o l a t i o n  
be tween t h e s e  two r e s u l t s  y i e l d s  an e s t i m a t e  of 1.4 p e r c e n t a g e  p o i n t s  a s  t h e  a p p r o x i m a t e  s t a n d a r d  e r r o r  f o r  a s t a t i s -
t i c  of 7 I p e r c e n t  w i t h  P b a s e  of 29.1,500,000.1 

' I n t e r p o l a t i o n  h a s  been  c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  two d i m e n s i o n s  i n  t h i s  example.  F o r  most p u r p o s e s ,  a s i m p l e  s c a n n i n g  of 
t h e  t a b l e  rill r e v e a l  a n * a n s w c r  which  i s  s u f f i c i e n t l y  p r e c i s e .  
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APPENDIX II 


DEFINITIONS OF CERTAIN TERMS USED IN THIS REPORT 


The following are  definitions of certain terms used 
in this report which have a specialized meaning in the 
U. S. National Health Survey. 

Terms Relating to Disability 

Disability.-Disability is a general term used to 
describe any temporary or long-term reduction o f a  
person's activity a s  a result of an acute or chronic con- 
dition. 

Disability days a re  classified according to whether 
they a re  days of restricted activity, bed-days, hospital 
days, work-loss days, or school-loss days. All hos-
pital days are,  by definition, days of bed disability; all 
days of beddisability are, by definition, days of restrict- 
ed activity. The converse form of these statements is, 
of course, not true. Days lost from work and days lost 
from school are special termswhich apply to the working 
and school-age populations only, but these, too, a r e  
days of restricted activity. Hence, "days of restricted 
activity" is the most inclusive term used to describe 
disability days. 

Restricted-activity day.-A day of restricted activ- 
ity is a day when a person cuts down on his usual activ- 
ities for the whole of that day on account of an illness 
or an injury. The term "usual activities" for any day 
means the things that the person would ordinarilydo 
on that day. For children under school age, "usual ac- 
tiyities" depend upon whatever the usual pattern is for 
the child's day which will, in turn, be affected by the 
age of the child, weather conditions, and so forth. For 
retired or elderly persons, "usual activities" might 
consist of almost no activity, but cutting down on even 
a small amount for a s  much a s  a day would constitute 
restricted activity. On Sundays o r  holidays "usual ac- 
tivities" a re  taken to be the things the person usually 
does on such days-going to church, playing golf, vis- 
iting friends or relatives, or staying at home and lis-
tening to the radio, reading, looking at television, and 
so forth. 

Restricted activity does not, imply complete inac- 
tivity but it does imply only the minimum of "usual ac- 
tivities." A special nap for an hour after lunch does not 
constitute cutting down on usual activities, nor does the 
elimination of a heavy chore, such a s  cleaning ashes out 
of the furnace or hanging out the wash. If a farmer or 
housewife carries on only the minimum of theday's 
chores, however, this is a day of restricted activity. 

A day spent in bed or a day home from work or 
school because of illness o r  injury is, of course, a re-
stricted-activity day. 

Bed-disability day.-A bed-disability day, some-
times for brevity referred to a s  a "bed-day," is a day 
on which a person was kept in bed either all o r  most of 
theday because of an illness or an injury. "All o r  most 
of the day" is defined as more than half of the daylight 
hours. All hospital days a r e  included as bed-disability 

days even if the patient was not actually in bed at the 
hospital. 

Work-loss day.-A day is counted a s  lost from 
work if the person would have been going to work a t  a 
joborbusiness that day but instead lost the entire work 
day because of an illness or an injury. If the person's 
regular work day is less than a whole day and the en- 
t ire work day was lost, it would be counted a s  a whole 
work day lost. Work-loss days a r e  determined only for 
persons, 17 years of age and over. 

School-loss day.-A day is counted a s  lost from 
school if the child would have been going to school that 
day but instead lost the entire school day because of an 
illness or an injury. If the child's regular school day 
lasts only a part of the day and that part was lost from 
school. this would count as a whole day lost. School- 
loss days a r e  determined onlyfor children, 6-16 years 
of-~ ace-

Condition-days of restricted activity, bed disabil- 
Condition-days of restricted activity, bed+%?-isa i ity. and so forth a re  days of the various forms 

of disability associated with any one condition. Since 
any particular day of disability may be associated with 
more than one condition, the sum of days for all con- 
ditions adds to more than the total number of person- 
days.

Person-days of restricted activity, bed disabil-
ity, etc.-Person-days of restricted activity, bed dis-
ability, and so forth a re  days of the various forms of 
disability experienced by any one person. The sum of 
days for all persons in a group represents an undupli- 
cated count of all days of disability for the group. 

Terms Relating to Conditions; 

Condition.-A morbidity condition, o r  simply a 
condition, is any entry on the questionnaire which de- 
scribes a departure from a state of physical or mental 
well-being. It results from a positive response to one 
of a series of "illness-recall" questions. In the coding 
and tabulating process, conditions are selected or clas-
sified according to a number of different criteria, such 
as,  whether they were medically attended, whether they 
resulted in disability; whether they were acute or 
chronic; or according to the type of disease, injury, 
impairment, or symptom reported. 

Conditions, except impairments, a r e  coded by type 
according to the International Statistical Classification 
of Diseases, Injuries, and Causes of Death with cer-
tain modifications adopted to make the code more suit- 
able for a household-interview-type survey. For survey 
results for the year ending June 30. 1958, the 1948 Re-
vision of the International classification was used. Im-
pairments a r e  coded according to a special supplemen- 
tary classification. 

In this report, conditions have been further classi- 
fied into the following groups according to the nature 
of the condition a s  reported by the respondent. 
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Condition Grow 	 ISC* Codes 

Infectious and parasitic 001-138 

Circulatory 330-334,400-468 

Respiratory 470427,783 

Digestive 530-587.784.785 

Genitourinary 590-637. 786.789 

Arthritis and rheumatism 720-727 

Injuries N800-N999 except


871, 886-888,896-898 
Impairments due to injuries 	 Residual defects re-

sulting from injuries 
such a s  blindness, am- 
putations, paralysis, 
and other orthopedic de- 
fects 

Other impairments 	 Residual defects re-
sulting'from conditions 
other than injuries 

Al l  other conditions 	 A l l  other conditions 

* I n t e r n a t i <  SI S t a t i s t i c a l  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  D i s e a s e s ,  
I n j u r i e s .  a n d  Causes  o f  D e a t h .  

Chronic condition. -A condition is considered to 
be chronic if  (1) it is described by the respondent in 
terms of one of the chronic diseases on the "Check List 
of Chronic Conditions" or in terms of one of the types 
of impairments on the "Check List of Impairments," 
or (2) the condition is described by the respondent a s  
having been first noticed more than 3 months before 
the week of the interview. 

Check L i s t  o f  Chronic  Condi t ions 

1. 	 Asthma 16. Kidney stones o r  o the r  
2. 	Any a l l e r g y  , kidney t roub le  
3. 	 Tuberculos is  17. A r t h r i t i s  o r  rheumatism 
4. 	 Chronic b r o n c h i t i s  la. Pros ta te  t r o u b l e  
5. 	 Repeated-at tacks of s inus  19. Diabetes 


t r o u b l e  20. Thyro id t r o u b l e  o r  


6. Rheumatic fever  	 g o i t e r  
1. Hardening o f  t h e  a r t e r i e s  21. Epi lepsy o r  convuls ions 
8 .  	High b lood pressure o f  any k ind  
9. 	 Heart t r o u b l e  22. Mental o r  nervous 

10. 	 Stroke t r o u b l e  
11. Trouble w i t h  v a r i c o s e  ve ins  23. Repeated t r o u b l e  w i t h  
12. 	 Hemorrhoids o r  p i l e s  back o r  sp ine 
13. Gal lb ladder  o r  l i v e r  t r o u b l e  24. Tumor o r  cancer 
14. 	 Stomach u l c e r  25. Chronic s k i n  t r o u b l e  
.15. 	 Lny o the r  ch ron ic  stomach 26. Hernia o r  rup tu re  


t r o u b l e  


Check L i s t  of lmoairments 

1. 	 Deafness o r  s e r i o u s  t r o u b l e  w i t h  hearing. 

2. 	 Ser ious t r o u b l e  w i t h  seeing, even w i t h  glasses. 

9. 	 Cond i t i on  present  s ince  b i r t h ,  such as c l e f t  pa la te  o r  
c l u b  foot  

4. 	 Stammering o r  o t h e r  t r o u b l e  w i t h  speech. 

5. 	 Miss ing f i nge rs .  hand. o r  arm. 

6. 	 Miss ing toes, f o o t .  o r  leg.  

7. Cerebral palsy. 

8 .  	Para lys i s  of any k ind.  

9. 	 Any permanent s t i f f n e s s  o r  de fo rm i t y  of t h e  foot  o r  leq. 

f i nge rs .  arm, o r  back. 

Acute condition. -All conditions not classed as 

chronic a re  considered to be acute. 


Demographic Terms 

&.-The age recorded for each person is the age 
a t  last birthday. Age'is recorded in single years and 
grouped in avariety of distributions depending upon the 
purpose of the table. 

Income offamily or of unrelated individuals.-Each 
member of a family is classified according to the total 
income of the family of which he is a member. Within 
the household all persons related to each other by blood, 
marriage, o r  adoption constitute a family. Unrelated 
individuals a r e  classified according to their own income. 

The income recorded is the total of all income re-
ceived by members of the family (or by an unrelated 
individual) in the 12-month period preceding the week 
of interview. Income from all sources is included, e.g.. 
wages, salaries, rents from property, pensions, help 
from relatives, and so forth. 

Major activity.-All persons, 6 years old or over, 
a r e  classified according to their major activity during 
the 12-monthperiodprior to the week of interview. The 
'"major" activity, in case more than one is reported, is 
the one a t  which the person spent the most time during 
the 12-month period. 

The categories of major activity are: usually work- -ing, usually going to school, usually keeping house, =-
t s d ,  and other. For several reasons these categories 
a re  not comparable with somewhat similarly named 
categories in official Federal labor force statistics. 
In the f i r s t  place, the responses concerning major ac- 
tivity a re  accepted without detailed questioning, since 
the objective of the question is not to estimate the num- 
bers of persons in labor force categories but to identify 
crudely certain population groups which may have differ- 
ing health problems. In the second place, the figures 
represent the major activity over the period of an en- 
t ire year, whereas official labor force statistics relate 
to a much shorter period, usually one week. 

For this report, major activity has been grouped into 
3 categories, which a re  defined a s  follows: 

1. 	Usually working includes paid work a s  an em- 
ployee for someone else; self-employment in 
one's own business or profession, or in farm- 
ing; and unpaid work in a family business or 
farm. Work around the house, or unpaid work 
such a s  volunteer work for a church, charitable, 
health, o r  civic organization is not counted a s  
working. 

2. 	Usually keeping house includes any activity de- 
scribed a s  "keeping house'l which cannot be clas-
sified a s  "working" o r  "going to school." In this 
report males who had been classified a s  "keep- 
ing house'' have been included in the "other" 
category. 

3. 	Other in this report includes males not clas- 
sified a s  "working" and females not classified 
a s  "working" o r  "keeping house." 

Location of Residence Terms 

Urban and rural residence.-The definition of u r -
ban and rural  areas used in the U. S. National Health ' 

Survey is the same a s  that. used in the 1950 Census. 
According to this definition, the urban population com- 
prises all persons living in (a) places of 2,500 inhabit-
ants o r  more incorporated a s  cities, boroughs, and vil- 
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lages; (b) incorporated towns of 2,500 inhabitants or 
more except inNew England, New York. and Wisconsin, 
where "Towns" a re  simply minor civil divisions of 
counties; (c) the densely settled urban fringe, including 
both incorporated and unincorporated areas,  around 
cities of 50,000 or more; and (d) unincorporated places 
of 2,500 inhabitants or more outside any urban fringe. 
The remaining population is classified as rural. 

Farm and nonfarm residence.-The rural popula- 
tion may be subdivided into the rural-farm population, 
which comprises all rural residents living on farms, 
and the rural-nonfarm population which comprises the 
remaining. rural population. 
, 

In deciding whether the members of a household 
reside on a farm or ranch, the statement of the house- 
hold respondent that the house is on a farm or  ranch is 
accepted, with the following exception. A house occupied 
by persons who pay cash rent for house and yard only 
isnot counted a s  a farm o r  ranch even if the surround- 
ing area isfarm land. This special case does not cover: 
(1)the living quarters of a tenant farmer who rents farm 
land a s  well a s  house and yard; (2) the quarters of a hired 
hand who receives living quarters on a farm a s  part of 
his compensation; or (3) separate living quarters inside 
a structure which is classified a s  on afarm. In all these 
cases the living quarters a r e  counted a s  on a farm. 

64 



APPENDIX 111 

QUESTIONNAIRE 

The items below show the exact content and wording of the  quest ionnaire  used i n  the household survey. The a c t u a l  ' 
q u e s t i o n n a i r e  i s  designed f o r  a household as a u n i t  and inc ludes a d d i t i o n a l  spaces f o r  r e p o r t s  on more than one person. 

NATIONAL HEALTH SURVEY Orrstionruires 
, (a1 AbdreM m.dcacriptio. of location 

a 18 ai. w 011 a I- or ~OQI.................... 0res 0 RO 
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0 res NO 

0 res 0 NO 

0 res 0 NO 

0 res 0 NO 

16. W -me In the fm11y - Im, Your-- .  etc. ~ bad PR* of these condltlms m M G  rn 
PAW 19 II)MHs? 

(Read U r d  A. e o n d l l l o n  by condltlon: record any e a n d l t l o a s  
mcntloned In t h e  C O I Y ~f o r  the oeraon, I 

0 Yes N q  

1. le I - ILLNESSES, IMPAlWENTS AND ACCIDENTS I 

(a-11 (6-1) Id-41 

0 res X 

0 no 
. .  
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Tsble I1 - BOSPITALIZATION DUBINS PAST I2 IONTIIS 


I 1 


o r c o - 

Ou, I 
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a r d ,  A 	 ; a r d  C C a r d  E C a r d  G 

N A T I O N A L  H E A L T H  S U R V E Y  	 N A T I O N A L  H E A L T H  S U R V E Y  N A T I O N A L  H E A L T H  S U R V E Y  N A T I O N A L  H E A L T H  S U R V E Y  

Check L l s t  of Chron ic  C o n d i t i o n s  'or: 	 f o r :  

lorkers and other  per rons  e x c e p t  C h i l d r e n  from 6 t o  16 Yeare  o l d  and 
Housewives and C h l l d r e n  o t h e r s  po lnp  t o  school  

1. Asthma 	 16. K idney  s t o n e s  o r  o t h e r  

2. Any a l l e r g y  	 k i d n e y  t r o u b l e  . Cannot w o r k  a t  a l l  a t  p r e s e n t .  1. Cannot g o  t o  s c h o o l  a t  a l l  a t  1. C o n f i n e d  t o  t h e  house a l l  t h e  
7 .  T u b e r c u l o s i s  	 1 7 .  A r t h r i t i s  o r  r h e u m a t i s m  p r e s e n t  t i m e .  	 t i m e ,  e x c e p t  i n  e m e r g e n c i e s .  
4. C h r o n i c  b r o n c h i t i s  18 .  P r o s t a t e  t r o u b l e  I. Can w o r k  b u t  l i m i t e d  i n  amount 

5 .  Repeated a t t a c k s  o f  s i n u s  t r o i  r b l e  1 9 .  D i a b e t e s  	 o r  h i n d  o f  w o r k .  2. Can 30 t o  s c h o o l  b u t  l i m i t e d  t o  2 .  Can g o  o u t s i d e  b u t  need t h e  h e l p  

6 .  Rheumat ic  f e v e r  20. T h y r o i d  t r o u b l e  o r  	 c e r t a i n  t y p e s  o f  s c h o o l s  o r  i n  o f  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n  i n  g e t t i n g  
I. Can w o r k  b u t  l i m i t e d  i n  k i n d  o r7 .  	 H a r d e n i n g  o f  t h e  a r t e r i e s  g o i t e r  s c h o o l  a t t e n d a n c e .  ' a r o u n d  o u t s i d e .  

amount o f  o u t s i d e  a c t i v i t i e s .  
8. H i g h  b l o o d  p r e s s u r e  21. E p i l e p s y  o r  c o n v u l s i o n s  

3 .  Can g o  t o  S c h o o l  b u t  l i m i t e d  i n  3 .  Can g o  o u t s i d e  a l o n e  b u t  have
9. H e a r t  t r o u b l e  	 o f  a n y  k i n d  I. Not l i m i t e d  i n  a n y  o f  t h e s e  ways o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s .  	 t r o u b l e  i n  g e t t i n g  a r o u n d  f r e e l y .
0. S t r o k e  	 2 2 .  M e n t a l  o r  n e r v o u s  
1. T r o u b l e  w i t h  v a r i c o s e  v e i n s  t r o u b l e  	 4 .  Not l i m i t e d  i n  any o f  t h e s e  ways. 4. Not l i m i t e d  i n  any  of  t h e s e  ways. 
2 .  Hemorrho ids  o r  p i l e s  23. Repeated t r o u b l e  w i t h  
3 .  G a l l b l a d d e r  o r  ' l i v e r  t r o u b l e  back  o r  s p i n e  

4. Stomach u l c e r  	 24. Tumor o r  c a n c e r  
5. Any o t h e r  c h r o n i c  2 5 .  C h r o n i c  s k i n  t r o u b l e  

s tomach t r o u b l e  26. H e r n i a  o r  r u p t u r e  

C a r d  D 	 C a r d  F C a r d  H: a r d  B 

N A T I O N A L  H E A L T H  S U R V E Y  	 N A T I O N A L  H E A L T H  S U R V E Y  N A T I O N A L  H E A L T H  S U R V E Y  N A T I O N A L  H E A L T H  S U R V E Y  

Check L l s t  o f  Lmpalrments F o r :  Housswlfe F o r :  C h i l d r e n  under 6 y e w s  o l d  F a m i l y  Income d u r l n o  p a s t  
12 months 

1. 	 Deafness  o r  s e r i o u s  t r o u b l e  w i t h  h e a r i n g  1. Cannot keep house a t  a l l  a t  1. Cannot t a k e  p a r t  a t  a l l  i n  o r d i n a r )  1. Under $ 5 0 0  ( i n c l u d i n g  loss )  
p r e s e n t .  p l a y  w i t h  o t h e r  c h i l d r e n .  

2. $500 - $9992 .  S e r i o u s  t r o u b l e  w i t h  s e e i n g ,  e v e n  w i t h  g l a s s e s  
2 .  Csn keep house b u t  l i m i t e d  i n  2 .  Can p l a y  w i t h  o t h e r  c h i l d r e n  b u t  

3 .  	C o n d i t i o n  p r e s e n t  s i n c e  b i r t h ,  Such as c l e f t  p a l a t e  o r  amount o r  k i n d  O f  housework .  l i m i t e d  i n  amount o r  k i n d  of  p l a y .  9. $1.000 - $1.999 

c l u b  f o o t  
4. $2 .000 - $ 2 , 9 9 93 .  Can keep house b u t  l i m i t e d  i n  4 .  Not l i m i t e d  i n  any  of t h e s e  ways. 

4.  Stammering o r  o t h e r  t r o u b l e  w i t h  speech o u t s i d e  a c t i v i t i e s . .  5. $3.000 - $3.999 

5.  M i s s i n g  f i n g e r s ,  hand. o r  a r m  	 4. Not l i m i t e d  i n  any o f  t h e s e  ways. 6 .  $4,000 - $ 4 ,  999 

6 .  M i s s i n g  t o e s ,  f o o t ,  o r  l e g  
7. 55 .000 - $6.999 

1 .  C e r e b r a l  p a l s y  8. 07.000 - $9.999 

8.  P a r a l y s i s  o f  any  k i n d  9. $10.000 and o v e r  

9. Any permanent s t i f f n e s s  o r  d e f o r m i t y  o f  t h e  f o o t  o r  l e g ,  

f i n g e r s ,  arm, o r  back  


