
 

 

Recode variable HIEDUC “Highest completed year of school or highest degree received”  

There was an error in the construction of the recode variable HIEDUC on the 2006-2010 female and male 

respondent data files and the female pregnancy file.  In some cases, respondents with a GED were coded as 

having less than a GED on HIEDUC.  More specifically, in year 2 and later (beginning with interviews in 

September 2007), respondents with 12 or fewer years of schooling (based on recode EDUCAT), a GED, and no 

higher degrees were incorrectly given a value on HIEDUC equal to EDUCAT rather than a value of 9 for High 

School Diploma or GED as indicated in the recode specifications.  This affects 410 female cases and 432 male 

cases. 

This code corrects that error.  A new variable called HIEDUC2 is created.  Users can create this corrected recode 

using the logic below. 

hieduc2=hieduc; 

if havedeg in (.,5) and dipged eq 2 and 9<=educat<=12 and questyear ge 2 then 

hieduc2=9; 

 

Here are frequencies for the corrected variables. 

 



 

 

 


